Written ſome years 2go for Private 


ſatisfation of ſome Difſenting Brethren ; and upon-re- 
queſt enlarged and Publiſhed for the ſawe ends. 
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iy William Lyforl. D. and lace Miniſter, of the Goſpel at at 
Sherborn in Dorcetſbire. 


Deut. 12.19. Takg heed to thy ſelf, that thou forſake not the Tevite, as 
#s thou liveſt upon the earth, - 

x Thelf. 5.12413. Webeſeech you brethren to know them which lah;r a- 

Mong you, faud are over you'in the Lord, and admoniſh you, atidefteen 

: them very highly in love for their works ſakes and be at peace among your 

elves. 

10.16. He that heareth you heareth mee; and the that deſpi- 

ſeth You defpiſets mee. 


_ The Third Edition, 


LONDON, 


| Nrinted fo; Richard Roos at e the Angel 


To my loving Chriſtian friend, 


IOHN RAYMOND 
wiſketh increaſe of 


voir, 
WO Coording to your earneſt deſire & my pro= 
DINED miſe, I baveſent o__ 7 the bowl £4 
| thoſe reaſons with large additions, whic 
Py four years ago 1 tendered to ſome of onr 
XR Church-forſakers, with hope to have 
gained them to unity and communion with us. But 
by that tizze Houſe-preaching was counted a fine 
fot and our Engliſh people tanght to queſtion the 
Calling of their Miniſters, to call them by new names 
Baals Prieſts;the black guard, Antichriſtian Prieſts, 
&c, And then tis high time to ſet up themſelves; if 
they had lived in the primitive times, when Chriſti- 
ans did meet in dens,& ſecret places for the worſhip of 
Chriſt, with baz.zard of their lives, they would have 
counted it a bleſſed priviledge to enjoy the free uſe of 
the Ordinances in publick Alemblics 5 but now that 
| AZ: . liberty 


/-\ 


John 18.20, 


2 Cor.11.4. 


falſe Goſpell, a falſe Spirit : But if the ſame, why do 
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The Epillle. 

liberty is granted gt is deſpiſed; our people are wanton 
and EN AY SA Chriſt was no C or- 
ner-creeping Preacher, he diſclaimed it,” I ſpake 0- 
perly to the world, Tever taught in the Synagogue 
whether the Jews reſort,and 72 ſecret have 7 ſaid 
nothing : Neither doth he allow it in bis-ſer- 
vants,whom he forewarns, not to ſeek him in Corners, 
Mat. 24.26, if they fhall ſay unto you, Behold he is int 
the deſart |_among thoſe which withdraw.themſelves 
from the publick profeſſors, ] Gonot forth 3 Behold 
he is inthe ſecret Chambers, believe it not. Whez 
men ſhall ſay unto you, inſuch an houſe or chamber, 
there is one that holds forth Chriſt moſt ſweetly in 2 
Goſpel-way, let us goto him; Go not forth, ſaies the 
Text, Believe it not : How ſhould any believe it 2 
for what one new ſweet dodrine concerning Chriſt 


bis Terſon, or Offices have ye learned there, which ye 


were n0t taught before > Have ye by your new way 
gotten farther aſſurance of your ſalvation ® Have ye 
thereby grown in grace, and more eſcaped the cor- 
ruptions that are in the world through luſt 2 or are 
ye more intangled in the ſame £ What? Chriſt ſweetly 
held forth, and get no favour of that knowledge tick 
#pon your | nc ? Tdemand with Saint Paul, He that 
cometh and preacheth, doth be preach another Jeſus, 
whom we have not preached, or another Spirit, or 
another Goſpel, which ze have not accepted 9 Chriſt 
held forth in private, 7s zt the ſame Chriſt; or ar0- 
ther ? the (ame way of jJuſtification,the ſame Spirit of 
SanTification, which we have taught, -or another ©. 
7fanother, 7 boldly affirm it, it is a falſe Chriſt, a 


people 


4-0 al 
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Fhe Epiſtle. 
people deſert the Ordinance,as if it were not the ſame & 


Tes, becauſe other men have a better way of teaching 
Chrift, and waigo bp one Chriſt toanother,but 


' totheſame Chriſt held forth in a ſweeter manner. . © 
 Anfww. If ihat be the intent, - then is it your wileſt 
and ſureſt way to partake of both,viz. of the Blefling ' 
of God in the Aſſemblies, aud of the helpe of ano- 
thers gifts,e;ther before or after the publick, by which 
means you will avoid the ſcandal now given( which 
an honeſt man will make conſtience to do ) and you 
will be\ſare to meet with Chriſt, if he be any where 
munifeſted. ; 
_ S$IR! Yowmay remember that I have often invi- 
ted the people to come tome, and oper their doubts, 
which ſome ove done eſpecially when (elf-examina- 
tion of our ſpiritual eſtates was more in uſe among ſt 
Chriſtians ) Tea, T have offered, that if any ſoul could 
think of any matter or Text which might ſerve to an- 
ſwer their doubts, to eaſe their ſcruples, to dire& 
their conſciences iz particular Caſes, or to inform 
their mindes iz: ay point orText not uſually handled, 
that they ſhould chuſe the way to acquaint me with 
their deſires, and 1would fiudy ts anſwer their ex- 
peFation : I do not remember that any made uſe of 
this liberty, befedes your ſelf, who once deſired me 
to Preach upon that text, Joh.6.44. which I readily 
did in two Sermons, and ſhall as readily do the like, 
for any ſoul in the Congregation, Th4ve not uſed to 
trouble their' heads with Controverſs;s of the times; 
but when I had finiſhed my Body of Divinity ( which 
was the ſabjet of my morning 5crmons, wherein I 
aimed chiefly at Laying of foundations, as in #be af= 
: | ter- 


Heb 5.14, 


Phil.1.10, 


** Common - 
wezirhor 
Nation, 


The Epiſtle. 
fer-noonus Sermons, going through ſome entire 4 
of Seripture (' #5 the whole Epiſtle to the Galathians,) 
wherein Taimed efpecially at larger Applications for 
inſtruQtion in holineſs and tryals of oxr fpiritaal c- 


ſtate) 1n the year 1647. Th:Teſtimony of the Lon- 


don Mimiſters again/t the errours of the timres coming. 


. forth, T( to avaid ſuſpicion of loading the times with 


Erronrs) did take the Opinions as they were there 
drawn up to my hands, and upon each head, 7 laid 
down one or two diſtinfions very briefiy(zot byObj. 
and Sol.) that ſo by forting every thing apart, the 
Chaff by it ſelf, the Wheat by it ſelf; my people might 
have their ſenſes exerciſed toQuſcern both gaod and 
evill, and fee in which (ide of the diſtinCtion lay the 
Truth, 41d i» which the Errour, and ſo neither con« 
demn all, zor imbrace al] things i the Lump, but be 
able to diſcern things that differ. In all which, as in 
the courſe of my CI all cantion aud ten 
dernes avoiding this, Never toencourage any thing 
of thefleſh, nor — any thing of the ſpirit 
in my Hearers. The which exerciſes,if God be pleaſed 
to reſtore my health, T intend ſhortly to neviſe and pub« 
lifh. | 

o OO men will wonder, why 1 ſhould come 
forthiin the Fag-end of the day with a (tale Contre- 
werſie : But ſo long as ſin reigns , weought not t0 be 
felent. Variety of Books, though for matter the ſame, 
is of good uſe: Touſee, that notwithſtanding all 
tbe Ammunition i» the * Kingdome, there ix new 
madedaily, ſome arenaked, or the old is loft, ſoit 


# in Books, which are more needfull than Arms, al 


" comenot into all hands, many would read little, if 


Books 
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Books were not new. 11s noted of the Atriains, that 
they got the ſway of theworld, aud overtop? the Or- 
thodox partly by their ſubtilty creeping imto Empe- 
rors Conrts, partly by thzir unwearied dil:gence;, the 
Orthodox after ſound Confutation of their Hereſfe, 
fitting down content with that diſcharge of #herr 
duty : And ſurely if ever our glorious lights of the 
ſanFuary be put out, and new ones ſet up in their 
ſtead, next unto Gods wrath penally inflicting ſuch 
a judgement for a peoples unthank fulneſſe, it will be 
aſcribed to our lazineſſe, and their unwearied dili- 
gence, rather tharr to any truth of their cauſe, or ex- 
cellence of their Arguing : For they do not, or will not 
kuow when they are confuted, but after their 
Arguments anſwered ten times over, iheyare as briſk 
to offer new diſputation, inſiſting upon their old 
bald Arguments, as if never uttered before 3 their 
ailigence ſhould provoke us to the like, if not their di- 
ligence, yet love to their ſouls ſhould, remembring 


CAE; 


that of Paul,in meekneſs inſtruTing thoſe that oppoſe * Tim-2.25, 


themſelves, if at any time God will give them repen- 
tance to the acknowledging of the Truth, that they 
may recover themſelves out of the ſnare of the Devil, 
we anuſt not giveover a Patient while there is hope, no 
not though they oppoſe themſelves, but with long- 


ſuffering they muſt be inſtruFe4, becauſe as the gift of 


grace, /o the time of grace is in Gods hand alone. It 
# a great ſkill to diſcern who are to be forborn and 
who to be oppoſed, they that make Diviſions and par- 


ties iz the Church, and ſcandalize the DoFrine are to Rom.16.17, 


be avoided, others 1hat wath humbly and peacably 
nuder that weakneſs and diflenting Opinion..from 
their 
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their bratheren,. are to be forborn, loved, and theri- 

ſhed,” till we. meet in hiaven, where Luther ,, and 

Calvin, andall, whoſe Faith and hearts do center i: 

the Lord Chriſt, ſhal for evermore be fully agreed.To his | 

grace T commend you, who is able toeftabliſh you,” and : 


ref 


| Yours,and the Churches feryane 


1 the Goſpell of Jeſus Chrift, 


William Lyford. 
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APOLOGIE 


For our Publick 


>) Ouching the Office and Calling ot | 
WZ Miniſters, and Lay-mens Prea- 
ching,the Queſtion isnot, Whether 
Chriſtians may and ought: private- 
ly to edibe one another by adno- 
\ nitions, counſels, reproots, refe- 
: S2= tition of Sermons;reading of good 

Z 7  PF/O[SRA Boks, and other Chriſtian confe- 
rences; all-this I grant and commend to praQtice from theſe 
Scriftures,Heb.3.13- 1 The/.4.8, 1 Theſ.5-11,14.Rom.15, 
14. But'the whole ſtate of the Controverite may fitly be re- 
duced to theſe three heads. 

Deſt. x. Whether the work of a Miniſter in the Agmi- 
niſtration of the Word and Sacraments, be a Calling , 
Office and work diſtiu& from the reſt of the people? Whe- 
ther therebe any fuch Calling or Office for that holy wors 
in the New Teftament ? Air. ; 

| B 2 Whe» 


4. 
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The work of the Miniſter is a Callng 


1 Concluſ, 


To Concluf. 


2. Concluj. 


|| 3. Con-:luſ. 


| | Mu 


2. Whether Ocdination of Miniſters or Adminiſtration 


of the Word and Szcratrents, be an Ordinance of Chriſt in 
the Nzw Teſtament ? Afrr. | 

3. Whether it be lawiull for men Uncalled and Unordai- 
ned, totake upon them the preaching of the Word in the 
Name and With the authority-of the Lord Jeſus, or the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments? Neg. 

The anſwer and determination of th:(e three Queſtions 
will clearly ſtate the Cauſe, which I ſhall do in three Con- 
cliiſfions, 


1 The Miniſtry is a difin& Calling an4 Off:e, which - 


they are bound to attend unto, and None but they can or 
ought 40 performe. 
2. Ordination of Miniſters by*inipoſition of hands of o- 


ther Miniſter:, for tie Adminiſtretion of the Word and - 


Sacrament is an Ordinarce of Chriſt in the New Teſta- 
ment.. 


3. No manuncalled and unordained can with good Con». 


ſcience intrude and enter upon that work and Office, it isa 
gre-tfin ſo to do. OftheſeT will fpeak in'order. 

The firſt Concluſion In Anſwer to the firſt Queſtion; viz. 
that the Miniftry is a diſtin Office and Calling, is proved 
1, Byexprefſe words of the Text,- 1 Tim.3.1. if any man 
defire the Office of a Biſhvp, he deſireth a good work : The 
Text tells you that Biſhop, or Presbyter is an Offi-e, a good 
Office, and he that is madea Biſhop is a man in high Office, 
even to take eare of the Church of God, verſ.5. and in him 
there are required many qualifications, -which are not re- 
quired in other Believers. Again, Paxl writing to the Phi- 


-lipptans doth plainly -diftinguiſh the Body of Saints from the 


Officers ,To all the Saints which are at Philippi with the Bz, 
ſo5ps and Deacons, Phil.1.1. By Biſhops there, all under- 
ſtand Minifters of the Gofpel!, in Office of Teaching dz 
ftin from rhe: people; whos w-re Saints, but not Biſhops, 
So inthe Church of Epbeſis, the like diftinioz berween 
Paſtor and People in refpe& of Office and Calling is 0>- 


- ſerved. : As 20.: Paul called for the Elders of the Church, 


v5.17. Heminds them of their Ofice,verſ. 28. Take heed 
| | ts. 
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and Office diſtin® from other mens. 
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3 


to all the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you 
0v:r-ſeers or Biſnops, to feed the Church of God, for fo did 
Chriſt ordam, and ſet in the Church ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers for the work,o* the Miniſtry, 7.e. to be Guides to 
the Flock, to teeithem with wholſome DoQtrine, Heb.13. 


7,17. Rememter them which have the Kyle over you, who Eph, 4.11,02, 


have poker untoyou the Word of Gol, and ſubmit your 
ſelves, for they watch for-your ſouls. In which places you 
ſee that Miniſtry of the Word. is a name of Office given to 
certain men. deſigned and ſingled out tothat-work, as a ſpeci- 
all work not common to others : Take one clear place more, 
viz. 1 Theſ.5. 11. Comfo:t andeliiconeanother;,ſ there's 
the peofles mutual duty ' in piiverte. | But verſ.12. know 
them which /ab:ur among you and are over you in the Lord 
and admoniſh you ; there's the Paſtcrs Office and duty,who, 
though they way be but even with you in re;pe& of Gifts 


and Graces, yet they are over you in the Lordg.in reſpe&t of | 


their Officeand Work; -they are over all, even. ever them 
which were able privately-to admoniſh one-another; and the 
peoples duty is to know, i. e. to acknowledge them as ſuch 
and toeſteem them very highly for-their works fake, bes 
cauſe God hath ſet them over you in that O.hce. . 

By all which places of Scripture it is evident that in the 
Churches of CROP eh 1188 
| Paſtors and Elders tofced : 
| Some are3 Sheep and m_ _ to be fed. 

; Guides and Rulers : 
Some are3 © ;dedand Ruled. 

fingle Saints: | 
Biſhops ovec them in the Lord. | 

There is a work -wholly to beattentied, and-men appoint- 
ted to attend that work wholly. Names of Ofg:e, without aft 
Office, ace meerly mockeries; the Names ofa King, of a 
Steward, Paſtor, Biſhop, ' Guide, &c. without thein reſp e- 
Qtive Offices are not given in Scripture | In the places now 
Cited, you finde thoſe diſtinFive Titles and Names joyned 


' Cone are$ 


all Teachers ? Are all Biſhops? Are all Guides andPaſters? 
B 2 The 


with the work it ſelf} I demand then withthe Apoſtle, Are Army . Ss LO 


I. Concin), 
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T Conlef. The Miniſter anihis Wovk areas preciſcly diſtinguiſhed ty | 


the Holy Ghoſt from alt .ather Ollings, as can be written 
withinck and paper. Now that wh'c1 Chriſt hath: ſet up, 
whoſhall care to pull dow: ? Thoſe which Chrit. hath 
diftinguiſhe, no man way conf.nnd. Paitor and People, 
Biſhopand Flock, Guides and guicled are relatives, an1 
ftand in ſach direA-opprf6:10x one to the other, that In re- 
ſpeX of the ſame fu':je 't, the one cinnot be'the other ; the 
Father is not the Son, nor the Son the Father 3; the Maſter 
1s not the Servant, nor the veryantthe Maſter ; the King 
i5 no” a {ubjeft, nor a ſubjet a King; and therefore regy- 
tzr!y, the one cannot tothe duties of the other. A Gifted 
man, «s ſuch, is not a Fiſþ5p, nor a Pres: yter, nor a Paſtor, 
for theſe ire diſtinguiſhed from other men;,that have Gifts, 
but not Office. 

Secondly, This firſt concluſion is proved from the ſpeci- 
all Charge given to Miniſters, over and above what is in- 
cambent on private perſons,as for example,C 4.17. Take 
heed to the Miniftry which thon batt received of the Lord 
that thou fuifrll it—and to a'l the Flock over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you over feers, A9s 20.28. with 
1 Tin.2.16. Take heed tothy ſelf and to the doQrine,me- 
dit:te upon theſe things give thy ſelf wholly to them, 5. e, 

toReading, Exhortation and Do: ine, verſ. 13.315. The 
work to which thou waſt ordained,verſ.14. And as God 
hath given a Charge to Minifters, ſohe doth require an ex- 
Ezck.g:189, ARaccount of their doings in this kinde, 2 Tim.4.1.3. I 
Ezck. 34,2,4, Charge thee before God and the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, who 
10 ſhall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing,preach 
zcch.11.17. the Word, beinſtantinſeaſon, out of ſeaſon, reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all long-ſuffering and DoArine : This 
is he Miniſters Charge. Now all do not Iye under this 
weighty Charge and account, Hath every _ man a 
Flock to feed? a Miniſtry to: tulfill? or are they hound to 
giv th mſelves wholly to that work, forſaking all other 
Callings? No, but they are perſons ſingled ont and defigned 
tothis Office and Work,upon whom this Charge doth it. 
3. Our third proof is from the honour and maintenance 


appointed 


© 2. a ce ARE BELL Ate. 
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excuſe'his arrogancy, becauſethoſe offices cannor be duly 
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appointed for them that preach the Goſpell.the Lord hath 1 Concluſ. 
o*d:ined that they which preach the Goſpelt ſhoul1 live of 
the Goſpell, 1 Cor. g.13,14- And that the Presbyrers which- 
labour in the Word and DoRrine, ſhould be counted wor- 
thy of double honour, : Tim.5.17. And can Liy-preachers 
ch:llenge this hon .ur an J maintenance ? 
The fum of all is this, :-Minifters, and #992 but Miniſters, 
are Biſhops,Paſtors or Elders 3 They,and none but they, are 
b:;undto give themſelves wholly to that work; They, and noue 
but they are unJer that heavy Charge and account; They, | 
and 1101e but they,can by divine antbority of Chriſts Ordination * Cor. 9.1 4. 
challenze to live of the Go'pel; They, and none but they,to 
whom theſe Charaders do belong, are tie men whom God 
hath made Miniſters of Chrift, and Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of God, 1 Cor.4.1. 
Two Obje® ions come to be anſwered : For ſome do ,, 0bie77. 
ſay, We preach not as men in Office, but in another capa- , 
city, «s gifted men. 
Anſwer, Sce the folly ofthis ObjeAtion, it is as if you Anſw. 
would ſay, there be two ſorts of Preachers, fome that” are 
appointed and ſent, and ſome that are not, and.yet do it - 
ſome preach in a preaching capacity, and ſonre not in a prea- 
ching capacity : ſome are Called, fent and Authorized by 
Chriftto preach, fome are not fo Authorized, and yer 
theypreach. It is a contradidion to preach in a nox-preae 
ching capacity ; becauſe to preach in th? Name and by the 
Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, doth imply a publick mifion and 
Authorizing ; ifan ordinary Souldier ſhould uſurp the of- 
fice ofa Colonel, or a Colonel the office of a Generall, or a 
private man the office ofa Conſtable, would this be a good 
anſwer toſay, I doit not inthe capacity of a Conſtible, or |, 
Colonel, or General, but in-another capacity, asa man ; 2 oe; 
Gifted for ſuch a&tons; I telieve ſuch an undertaker 7 F 
would be ſeverely puniſhed in the capacity of an Vſurper,of; | 
x buſie-difturber of pablick Order. His being Gifted cannot 


performed by any other capacity then of their Office and 

Patent. | : 

| But thebetter to overthrow our Office, and wake no, 2: Ohjed. | 
EE B3z Calling 
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The work of the Miniſter is a Calling 


1 Concluſ. 


Anſw. 1. 


1 Cor.13,14. 


Anſw. 2. 


Calling of it, ſore ſay, Let them work as others do, for their 
living. Cannot they preach-without ftudy and books ? Ir is 
a ligne they preach not by the Spirit,8&c. | 

See the honeſty of this 05jeRion, lt is all one as if a labo- 
rer ſhould work all the-week in ploughing or cthreſhing to 
provide you food, or to make you a ſuit of cloaths againſt 
the SabE oath, were it juſtice to ſay to him at the weeks en 1, 


Go work for your living, when he has been all the while . 


about your work ? Such another piece of Juſtice & Honeſty 
it isto ſay, Let Miniſters work for their living,when as they 


have ſpent their time,and ſpirits, and Talents, to do-you ſer- 


vice , to prepare food and raiment for your ſouls. Chrift 
counts preaching to ke a /abor,ele he-would not have ſaid, 
the laborer is worthy of his hire ; yea-and hard labor too, 
elſe he would not have compared Miniſters to ſouldiers, 
to ſhepheards;to husbandmen,to the labor of the ox that 
treadeth out the corn. | 
Beſides, Chriſt hath ordained that Miniſters ſhould live by 
their preaching,as by a calling,as the Prieſts under the law 
did : As they that Miviſtred about holy things,did live of 
the things of the Temple; even ſo hath the Lord ordained, 
that they which preach the Goppell,ſhould live of the Go{pell. 
Theſe men oft call for Goppell Ordinances; Lo here isa Go- 
ſpell-Ordinance,and-yet they cannot ſtoop to it for ſay they 
let Miniſters work—). But let ſuch men remember that 
complaint of Paul,who,though he did not regard money,yet 
he writes it up among his wronps and ſufferings ,that he was 


fiinto labor for bis living, working with his own hands, - 


1 Cor.4.11,12. tothis hour we both hunger andthirft, and 
labor working with our own hands. Therefore forbear to 
uſe this-QbjeQion, unleſle ye mean to be Perſecutors. 

To theſecond part of the obje&ion, do but otHerve how 
direaly oppoſite It is to Gods Word. Paul bids Timothy 
give attendance to Reading and to DoArine, 1 Tim. 4.13. 
But you ſay, Can they not preach without ftudy? Paul faies 
verſ.15. Givethy ſelt wholly to theſe things, that thy pro- 
fiting may be known: A man ſo rarely gifted as Timothy 
was, of whom there went certain Prophefies what a 

rare 
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rare man he would be in the Church, educated from his x, Concluſ-. 


infancy in the Scripture , yet he mu't pive attendance to ſtu- 
cyand reading, and that wholly, all is little enough ; and 
muſt not we much more follow our ſtudies ? Pal fajes, 
we muſt not iztangle onr ſelves in worldly imployr ents. 
But you ſay,a man way follow a Trade all the week, an4 yet 


preach the Lords day, True, after a wilde faſhion, but not Velſ. 15, 


like a workman that need not be: afthamed, rightly devi- 
ding the Wofd of Truth. 

To tht third part of the objeRion'l ſay, ifs a meer de- 
luding of people to ſet the Spirit of God againſt Gods means, 
in an1 by which his Spirit doth uſvallywork. The Spirie- 
is it which worketh effefually in the miniſtry of us all, the 
ſufficiency, and efficiency is not of us, but of Gol; but yet: 


the Spirit worketh by ſuch Gifts as himſelf beſtuweth,1 Cor. 12.4, Gal-1.8, 


There be diverſities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit,and by: 
the right uſe of thoſe Gi'ts, the Spirit doth work to the edi- 
ſying of the Churches : For the manife/tation of the Spirit 

is given to every one to profit withall; z. e, whoſoever 

hath azy Gift manifeſting the miraculous power of the Spi- 

rit, is given, not for oftextation , or tobe admired, but for 
this onely end, for the profit of all, verſ.7. Now the Gifts 
then given to profit.the Church withall, in the way of in- 

ſtrufion, are reckoned up ſix. 1. Sapientia,wiſdome to aps 

ply Chriſtian Do&rine to Praftice and Uſe of believers. 

2.Scientia,a knowledge of Principles and deep points of Ree 
ligion. 3.Propheſie, i.e. a Gift to expound the prophefies 

and ſecrets things of Scripture. 4. Diſerning of Spirits, viz. 
fanatickand counterſeit inſpirations from trae. 5. Divers 

kindes of tougues, that all- Nations anJ1 languages might 

hear and underſtand the Goſpell.s . Interpretation of 161gues 

wherewith others did {perk, and wherein the Scripture is 

written : TheſeGitfts of the Spirit are yſefull and profitable 

for the Church, they were miraculous for the manner of co- 
»1ing by them, but the DoQrine taught was the ſame whictz 

before was revealed. Theſe Gifts may either be acquired,or 
inu {eds At firſt they were inſuſed itywediately, both for 
the honour of the Goſpell,znd the ſpeedier ſpreading of itz 
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Proved 1. By 
example, 


afterwards they are continued for the good of the Chnrch 
by the Help of jtud) or prayer : Even asthe Gttt of Healing is 
now continued ty the tudy and Art of Phyfick ; without 
the Gifts of wiſdcme, ſcience, and tongues, we can never 
ſoundly,” nor tf: uittully make known the ryitcries of Scri- 
pture; and he that by Rudy and prayer does attaiz the uſe 
of any of theſe Gi/ts in preaching, hepreacheth by the Spirit : 
it the Things which we preach be the things which the Spirit 
hath reyealed in the written Word, and the Gift by which 
we preach, te the Gifts ofthe Spirit, then, whether the means 
by which we come by tboſe Gifts, ke extraordinary, as by in- 
ſpiration,or crdinary, as by tudy and prayer, the matter is 
the ſame, We preachby the Spirit, i. e by the illumination 
and guidance of the Spirit, leading us into the Truth 
which himſelf hath revealed. We pretend not, yea we de- 
reſt all pretenfrons of ew and immediate Inſpirations, 
wheret y the Holy Ghoft is made the 'Author of diſorder 
and confuſton, or a cloak for ignorance, non- ſence, and 
Hereſie. | 

Our ſecond Conclufion in Anſwer to the ſecond Queſti- 
on in this, viz. Ordination of Miniſters by tmpofition of 
hands of the Presbyterie for the Adminiftration of the 
Word and Sacraments, isan Ordinance of Chriſt in the 
New Teftament. 

The workof the Miniſtry is an Office and CMling, as you 
have heard, an Ordination is Chrifts Ordinance whereby fit 
and approved perſons are ſet apart and Commiſſioned for the ex- 
ecution of that Office, in the Name and with the Authority of 
Feſus Chriſt. The weight of the Controverſie lyes upon this 
Concluſion, which is direaly proved, 1. By example, We 
finde in the New Teſtament four deſcents of men ſent and 
ordained. 1. Chriſt himſelf was ſent of his Father. 2. The 
Apoſtles were ſent and ordained by Chrift, Mark 3.14. 
3. The Apoſtle ſent and ordained Timothy and others of 
their own time. 4. And they that lived in the Apoſtles 
timesdid in like manner ordain others to ſurvive, and do 
the Office of Miniſters when they were dead, and this ſuc- 
ceſſion of Minifters-isto laſtto the end of the world. 


I, Chriſt 
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1. Chriſt was ſent and had his Commiſſion fro m his z Co 


Father, Fobn:20.21,2 2423. My Father hath ſent me.Chriſt 

himſclf was ſent and authorized to preach, c)ſe he had not 

taken that honour to himſelf, Heb.5.4,5. | 
24 Deſcent. Chriſt ſends the Apoſtles, as my Father 


ſent me, ſa ſentl you z there's their Commiſion, He commit | 
ted the miniſtry co their execution, which himſelfhad re- | 
ceived, viz. a power to Preachand Baptize, to binde and ' 


looſe, Fohn 20.23. with Matth.28.19. Go ye therefore, 
Teach all Nations and Baptize them, The Man Chriſt 
could do nothing, but by Commiſion from the Father; nor 
the Apoſtles, except Chriſt had - given them Commiſſion ; 
both Chrif and his Apoſtles were ſolemnly inaugurated 
Into their Oficeof Teaching. | 

34 Deſcent. The Apoſtles Ordained Timothy and o- 
thers oftheir own time, 2 Tim. 1.6: Stir up the Gift of 
God which is inthee, by the putting on of my hands, and 
the hands of the Presbytery, 1 Tim.4.14+ By Gift there, is 
meant that Ghoſtly power, or Office, which Tmothy received 
at bis ordination, by the laying on of the Apoſtles bands, in the 
preſence and with the conſent of the Presbytery, who joyned 
with Paal inthat ation. Again, we finde Paul! and Barna- 
ba ordaining Elders in every Church where they went,. 
AT$14.23. ts; 

4*> Deſcent. Timothy and Titus did ordaiz others, as 
themſelves had been ordained, and that by the: Apoſtles 
own appointme#ut,Tit. 1.5. for this cauſe was Titus left in 


Creet,that he ſhould ordain Elders in every City. So like- 


wiſe Timothy is dire&ed how to lay.on hands, ' not ſudden- 
1y, but with good adviſedneſſe, 1 Tim.5.22. As Timathy 
was entruſted with the Word gf Chriſt, ſo he.,muſt com- 
mit the ſame truſt to faithfull mengable to teachothers al- 
ſo,that ſo there maybe a ſucceſſion.of Teachers, 2 Tim.2.2. 
Thus ye have recorded in Sccipture-four deſcent, 1,Chrift. 
2. His Apoſtles: 3. Timetby and Titus. 4. Elders at .Creet 
and Epbeſyue, and other,Churches where the GoſpeH was. 
planted, all ſent and ordained, the two latter by.ordinati» 
onin the ordizary way. Thus _ Apolilcs intheic ov 
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10  Ordmation of Miniſters by impoſition of hands 
2 Conctoſ Qice admitted men into the Miniftry,and thus they appoin-. | _ 


ted for ſucceeding times ; and can any think that Ordination 
ended with that Age? Isthere not the ſame cauſe, neceſſi- 
ty, uſe, and reaſon for It in after Ages, as in the firſt 
tiresof the Church, when there were as yet extraordi- 
nary Gifts ſtirring in.the Church, whichare now ceaſed, 
and therefore the more need of a ſtanding Miniſtry? 
Secondly, this Concluſion is proved by Scripture-Rules 
2 From Scrip- aud Precepts given touching Ordination and the manner 
ture Rules, thereof; Unto Titus Paul gives commandement to ordain 
Elders, Tit. 1.5. and preſcribes certain Rules and Canons | 
for the tryall and or ger them' that are to be or- | 
dained, verſ. 7a Biſhop muſt be blameleſſe holding faſt the 
faithfull Word, that he may be able to corfvince the gain- 1 
ſaiers, verſe 9. So unto Timothy he gave direAions and 
rules touching Ocdination,r Tiw.5.22. Lay hands ſudden» 
ly on no man,neither be thou partaker of other mens ſins, 
i.e. Admit not any. into the Miniſtry without ſufficient exa- 
mination, and good f of their adility for learning, and 
godly converſation, eſſe the blame will light upon thee, be- | 
cauſe by the laying on of thy hands they were admitted | 
' Into that ſacred fanftion. Jbat need Titys be left In Creet | 
to ordain Elders in every City, if Saints of themſelves | 
might do all without Ordination ? And to what purpoſe 
are thoſe Caution; and Direfions about Ordination, it there 
were no ſuch thing to be' done? if Ordination it ſelf be 
— then much more is the manner of doing it needs 
ele.. _ © 
Hnſw. Some think that the ceremony'of laying on-of bands may 
be omitted. 4nſw. Sometimes we muſt be tryed to example 
in the teaſt gefture, though not preſtribed, and yet men 
preſumeto difpence in a circumſtance expreſly preſcribed. 
Why ſhould we be wiſer than Pau! ? Why ſhould we te 
aſhamed ofGods exprefſe will? Timothy was ordained by lay- 
ing on of hands,and enjoynedto lay on hands on others in | 
their Ordination:thus were the Deacons ordained, AF. 6. 6- | 
and thus'were Squl and Barnabas ſer apart for the execati- 
en of their Calling, 4: 13.3: And ſecing the Scripture is 
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ſo punuall about the Marner of Ordination, and the Dug- 3 Conelaf, Ri 


lity of Perſons to be ordained, the Duty ir ſelf is much more 
eftabliſhedzeven axwhenGod glyes us rules for praying,faft- 


ing,almsMagiftratcs,Gec.it doth neceflarilyimply that there 


muſt be Magiſtrates, and praying, &c. And herein is ful- 
filled that prophefic of Eſa.66.21. concerning the Mixiftry 
of the N.T.1 will take of them for Prieſts, and for Levites, 
ſaith the Lord, j.e. though the diſtizGion of Tribes be taken 
away, and that old Priefthood ceaſed, yet God promiſed it 
a3 2 bleſfing to the Church of the Gentiles, that he would 
raiſe up of themſelves ſome that ſhould be inſtead of the 
old Prieſts and Levites, in things pertaining eo God. 

LIpon theſe undeniable proofs, I frame theſe three Argu- 
ments,as tothe main cauſc. 20 Wo 

1. Look how the Apoftſes 4d ordain, and call Miniſters 
ofthe Word, and as they appointed others after them to be 
ordained and ſent, ſo and in like manner ought men now 
to be ſent and ordained. But the Apoſtles did ordain men 
for the mioiftcation ofthe Word and Sacraments by lay. 
ing on of hands,and alſo appoieted and enjoyned the ſame 
robe done'in the Churches of Chrit— therefore it is 
Chrifts Ordinance, that ſo it oughe ſtill co be done, and 
they that do otherwiſe, do go a 1 the example and ap- 
pointment of the Scripture, and ſo ove;ithrow an Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt in the New Teſtament. | 


Mar 6.1.3, 


1. Argument, 


2. Thar which is contrary to the examples, rules, and dire- ,, Arguments 


ious of Scripture, cannot be done without finn.—But'to 
adminiſter the Word or Sacraments without Ordination, 


Is contrary to the example and rules of Scripture; 'there- 


fore it is unlawtull, and cannot be done without finn. 


' 3. If Sending be more than Gifting ( by Gods Word ) 3-Argument. 


chen there is ſomething more ty Gods Word required unto 
preaching,than ſole Gifting -——Burt Sending is, according 
to Gods Word, more than Gifting; therefore fomething 
more than Gifting isrequired to make a Preacher of the 
Goſpell. | 

That Tending is more than Giſt nr, is evident, becauſe 
Gifted men muſt be ordained, Timothy was a wan rarely 
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2 Concluſ. Gifted, yet he was ordained'and ſent by the outward Cal- 
ling ofthe Church, 1 Tim 4-14. and ſo were the reſt, of 
whom we read, 2 Tim.2.7. Adis 13 2,3... 
There be two things required to —_ a Minifter.1.Gifts, 
which muſt be tryed and approved; 2, Ordination and ſo- 
lemn inauguration in their Office. Gifts give not Autbori- 
ty to any wan for any thing ; the Lawyer at the Bar may 
have as great gifts as the Judge upon the Bench; yet be - 
cauſe he bath not the like Commiſſion;he may not intrude 
upon the Judges office. A private man may te as well gif- 
ted as a Juſtice of Peace; yet without a Commiſſion,he may 
not do his office,ſo js it in this preſent caſe. 
There is but one branch of the. ſe. ond Concluſion un+ 
proved, which ſaith, That Ordination muſt be by the laying | 
of hands of other Miniſters, and this is added to put a diffe- 
rence between true and falſe Ordination : in ſowe congree 
| gationall Churches,they have their Paſtors ordained, 3.e. ; 
choſen and appointed by the people : Truly then they may = 
preach and exerciſe Miniſterial Arts in the name of the Peo=- 
ple, but not inthe Name of Cbrift, unlefſe. they did derive 
their Authority by Ordination from Chriſt. | 
It is a grofſe miſtake to think or teach that Church-power 
i originally in the People, as ad ſeat and ſubjef ther- 
of, from them to be derived and placed upon whom the | 
chooſe : Chriſt gave all power to the Body of the Churc q 
finaliter & objefive, i x. for their, uſe and benefit, according | 
tothat ofthe Apoſtle, 1 Cor.3.22. All things are yours, whe- 
ther Paul,or Apollo,or Cephas,all are yours,i.e. for your ſervice 
and ſolvation; but they are not yours, i e. they are not of your 
making and Autborizing : Church” power is firit ſeated jn 
Chriſt the head and Apoftle of our. profeſſion, and-from 
him committed tohis Apoſtles,and fromthem to other Bi- 
ſhops and other Miniſters by ſucceſſion. they commit the 
fame to others-which themſelves had firſt received, but (_ac- 
cording to that known rule ) no man can give ts axother, that 
which bimſelf bath not firſt received; therefore the people 
which #cver received Orders, ner Power to adminiſter the 
ord, Sacraments,and Keyes, how they can beſtow it on 0- 
thers 
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thers is beſides all Scripture and reaſon : Church-power is in 2 Coftcluſ- 


the Miniſters of the Church by Derivation from the Apoſtles, 
and they aloxe can commit, and Tranſmit it unto others. - The 
Text is exprefſe which ſaith, That Orcination is by the 
hands of the Presbytery. 


But how can you juſtifie your calling to the Miniſtry, ſeeing 04je. 


you were ordained by Biſhops, and Biſhops from the Pope, 
and the Pope is from the Devil- Youloſt your true ſucceſon 
in the Papacy, and the calling which ye now bave,. is 4nti- 
chriſtian. | | 


The Papiſis ſay, we have no trae Miniſtry, becauſe at the x 


Reformation we recerved it not frow Rome. The Brownitſts ſay 
our Miniſters are not rightly called into their Offices, Fecaplo 
we received it from Rome. Thus we are condemned of all 
hands,- one of theſe accuſers muſt needs charge vs falſly, but 
admirboth their allegations to have ſome truth, yet neither 
of them conclude what they intend. 

' 1x. Toanſwer the Papift, I ſhall onely crave leave to inſert 
among many-plain pages, a letter of that moſt godly learned 
manDr. Reyrolds to a friend of his, who craved his help. to 
anfinge hs cintioy of ſome Papiſfts touching the lawfulneſe 
of our Minlitry. - bo 


_ *Your godly requeſt(good Mr. Baker ! )I1 ſhould be ſomes Dr.zcmolds 
© what better able to ſatisfie, if I knew on what grounds theſe his Letter. 


© proud popiſh challengers do perſwade themſelves that. none 
© of you can avew'your vocation to the Miniſtry to be lawfull, 


©Bur I gueſs they do it on the ſame that Hart in his conference 


£ with me, becauſe the ancient Canons Ecclefiaſtical, afſcribed 


© tothe Apoſtles, ſay, Epiſcopus duobus aut tribus Epiſcopis ordi= 


© netur, Precbyter autem ab nno Epiſcopo : and they think: none 


© of us to Fe ordained bya Biſhop, becauſe in the beginning of -. 


© her Majeſties raign, one popiſh Biſhop of Q._ Mari:s beein 
© then left, none of our Biſhops Fake 7, : 


ordained by two or Þ De Cler.o. 3: 


© three. Now ifthey build hereupon ( as to ne It ſeemeth © Epitum Con= 
© they do,tecauſe Ifindeno other reaſon in Þ BeVarmine, © Pars 79% Pai te 


* ſons, or © thereſt;of this objeAion againſt us) it may be,th=t 4 Hd 
* as Hart,when he ſaw theaniwerthat I wade thereto, would pieton, Greg, de 
*nceds have thac whole point Jeft out.in our conference, ſay- /alent, 


C3 _ ing. 
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« ing he would not preſs me therewith ; ſo theſe men will re- 
© nounce their promiſe of ſubſcribing to the profeſſion of the 
£ Goſpell; and foclaking Popery, when they ſee you able to 
<Juſtifie. your calling to the' Miniſtry. For I went to the Arch- 
c biſhop of Canterbury his Regiſter, and taking thence a note 
© how Biſhop Freek( who ordained me ) conſecratas eft a Mat- 
© thes Cant. Roberto Winton, & Emundo Sarum; and how 
© eachof theſe was conſecrated by other three or four, as Mat- 
© theus Cant. by four that were Biſhops in King Edwards 
<time, theſe again conſecrated by Archbiſhop Crarmer 
© (whom three with the Popes conſent had conſecrated ) and 
© ſo brought every one upward to thoſe times wherein the 
<Charch of Kowe acknowledged them ordained lawfully, 1. 
had na ſooner ſhewed this extrat to Mr. Hert, but he con- 
- feſſed he thought no fuch thing could. be ſhewed, - and that 
© himſelf had heen born in hand otherwiſe, on the-conceit a- 
©bove mentioned: ' You, who are further from London, where 
c Records are kept ( though your friend, if need be,.can help 
c z0u thereunto _) may ask them, if they think-not Archbiſhop 
«© Cranmer, and the reſt in Rt Pirie time, tobe; _— 
< ordained Biſhops ; which when they acknowledpe( becauſe 
© the Pope confirmed them ) you may offer this proof, that 
c our Biſhops ſucceeding them in King Edwards time, and ſo 
cin Q. El:zabeths, were conſecrated by three of them, or their 
< ſucceffors, out of the authenticall Records of the Archbi- 
eſhoprick ſcil. that Matthew Parker the firſt Archbiſhop in Q._ 
© Elizabeths daics, was thus by William Barlow, Biſhop of Bath 
and Wells in King Edwards time, Fobn Scory Biſhop of Chi- 
e chefter, Miles Coverdale of Exeter, John Hodgeskir Suffragane 
© of Bedford. If they acknowledge that he and all the reſt in 
like fort were conſecrated by a n:1mber of Biſhops ſufficient, 
< bat theſe not confirmed by the Pope, as the firft in King Hen- 
© r2es time were, they muſt bring forth proof that without 
© his conſent no Biſhop is Iawfully ordained, which ſound: y 
©they never can. If they ſay, the Biſhops fince Cranmers time, 
were and are Hereticks, and thereforeare not lawfully au- 
<thorized to ordain ; firſthere.they will fail In rect too, be- 
© cauſe Herefie is an errour repugnant tov the Word of God, 


'© and that we hold any ſuch, they carinot ſhew : then admit- 
| ting 
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<ting the contrary, and putting the caſe we'did, t& avoid' fo 2 Concluſ. 
© huge debate of all points of controverſie, their own princi- *1z 4 /ext,g;p. 
© pall Doors, * Dominicus Soto, ® Bellarmine, © Greg, de Valen- Pong 'S 
<t;a, do teach out of St. 4 Auguſtine grounding on of Scri> ; may 
© pture, that Hereticall Biſhops may,tawfully Ordain, and that genere,}.1.c. "= 
<1t is an herefie, ſuch as the Donaftis was to denyit. What os © Cor. Theoy, 
© ther cavils or ſophifims they are likely to ufe; 1.citinotima- Tom 4.9if. ,. 
© pine, but very willing to-yield you any help that 1 can, upon {+3 2% z. 
© farther notice, I commend you to the Grace of our good contr. ent, 

© God, beſeeching him to dire& and ſtrengthen by his holy Pare. _ 
© Spirit, your ſelf, and the: reſt of your fellow Souldiers to 9. in evany, 
« fight his Battels, 2 te LH Jounnis, fo, 


RF. er gs ati : . $.33, 
At Oxford the third of Fune; 1605 
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FF any doubt of this Letter; /he may receive fatisfation 
touching the Truth of ie by fome living in Corpus Chriſti 
Coledge, from whom I had this Copy. © . 
 Batthough this ſti Pp the Feſuites mouth, yet it firengthens  . 

may _ part of the ObjeA&ion, with whom we have' chiefly Objef. 

Not at all: x. For though our Conſecration and: Succeſſi- 
on were continued in thetimes of the Popes raign, yet it did Anfw. 2. 
not fetch its Originall from the Pope : The Goſpel ſounded 
not of Sion, and the Word of the Lord from Feruſalem-even 
as far as Britain long enougb-before that Antichriſt of Rome was 
born. And though we ſhould not think the worſe of the 
'Goſpell though received from 'Rome- in her firſt pure ſtate ron; 16,6. 
( whom Pal celebrates for x famous Chuirch.)): Yet the light Col.r, 6. 
came to England firſt from Feruſalem,: and not from Rome, as 
Mr, Fox and Dr. Fobn White have learnedly' demonſtrated out Rem.1.s 8; : 
of Gitdg and ſundryother authors, who affirm /that Britain Ats and Mo- 
received the Goſpel:in the time of Tiberius the Emperour, un- ,+-4 xi q 
der whom Chriſt was: crucified 3.and though there' be ſome {yprecs. Way 
little variance aniong Authors about the time, yet that cons co the Church. 
firms the Truth of the watter in which they all: concur, _ ſe&. 49. 
| | | Englan 
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Ordination of Minjſtarcis 4x Ordinance 


adverſys 7u- 
des C7, Ft 
Brit annoy um 

Inacceſſa Roe 


mans loca, 


Chriſto weie 


ſubdita, 


Fox As & 


. Englandreceived the Gafpell very early, eicher by the preach- 


ing of ſome ohe'of the Apoſtles: or ſome of thattime : moft- 
ly received is, that Foſeph of Arimathea was ſens by Philip 
of Franceto Britain, about the year 63. and laid the founda- 
tion of the Chriſtian: Faith,: which was confirmed and- en« 
creaſed by others, » + 11h ett 25, 


. .- Theſameis confiemed by the Teflimony. of: Terigllian, in 


his Book:againſt the Jews; where reckoning the parts of the 
world, whether the Goſpel was diſperſed by the ſound of the 
Apoſtles, reciteth the parts of Britain unſubdued by the Ro- 
manes ſword,. yet ſubdued unto theScepter of Chriſt. 2. A- 
gain the ſame Mr. Fox relateth that about the year 180; King 


© Lucius ( the firſt Chriftned King ) ſent to Elentherius the Bi- 


ſhop of Rome, to receive of him the Chriſtian Faith [| others 
ſay to receive fartber inftruions from him ] Eleutberius ſent 
unto him Damianas and Faganus, by whom the King was con- 
verted, with many of the people, and were baptized about 
the year 179. the Monnmeiits and Ricespf Heatheniſh IdoJa- 


xry were ſubverted; Superſticion deeaytd, and: true Religion - 


Increaſed; there were thenin Britdiy 28, Head Priefts, which 


Mon.ubi ſup they called Flamines, and three Arch-prieſts, which they cal- 


led 4rcb-Flamines having the over-ſight.of the wayners over the 
reſt. Theſe 28. Flamines they turned to 28. Biſhops, . and the 
three Arcb-Flamixes to three Aﬀchbiſbopricks, having then 


>. thoirSeates in three principal Cities, viz, Loudon, York, Glou- 


cefter.. In'thefe daits Rome was a;Virgin- Church, not Antichri- 
ftian.' And Fwe grant that England received the Faith from 
Eleutberius Biſhop of Rome, y ct he was #either « Pope nor Papiſt. 
And from this Apeflolicall root do we extrat our Ordination 


- and Succeſlion, 'as being well 'afſured-that:very carly in the 


. » Primitive Churchzthe Goſpel was planted here. And though 


Whites way to 
the Church, 
'Sc&. 4g. 


49 , 


the Papiſts objeft that the Faith was again extinguithed in 
Expland, yet Dr.. bite ſhewes the. contrary, wj&.; that the 
Faith continued here from King'/Lucivrto the coming of Au- 
flix the Monk, whom Gregory ſent: hither (600. years aſter 


Chriſt, who when he came:found divers Britein'Bifbops'\& learn- 
- ed men, with a Monaſtery at Bangor,who did oppoſc'zfrrianiſm 


and Pelagianiſm andthe pride of Huſtin the Popes Embaſſador. 
: Secondly, 


7 RY, \ 
of Chrift in the New Teſtament. cob t7_ 
- Secondly, fay.that the rightſulveſe of our Vacation is not 2 Conchef, 


cut off, or nu{led by ſuch a me ; forthatTearned Letrer'as 

ie confeſſeth the Succeſfian of our firſt Refornyers'tahave been _. 

from men of the Romith EN it teacheth truly, LES PT 

Heretica! Biſhops may law'ully Ordain,and that it is an Hereſje,ſuch Mars 3; 3g; 

45 the Donatiſts was, to deny it. To this agrees the {90 gement 

of our Saviour, who teacheth that the Scribes and Phariſees 

have a lawful! Succeſſion from Moſes ( they fit in his Chair, their 

calling is of God )though a race of bad wen poſſeſſed that 

Chair, and Chriſt will have them ackgowledged for their law- 

full Minifters. So is our Calling and Succeflion, though it 

| pefſed through corrupt times : The Scriptures themſelves, Ba- 

| ptifme and the Articles of our Creed, have all pafſed through the 
Papacy unto us,and yet they ceaſe not to be true Scriptures, nor 
true Baptiſm; muchleſs does Ordination ceaſe to be rightfull,ic 
being an AR of jariſdiFion,which may be legally and lawfully 
performed by men of corrupt Faith. 

- VVe muſt carefully diftizguifh the A#s of Office { which have 
their formand being from a root or fountain without us] 
from the qualities of the man, that performes the Office. The 
man may be naught, yet his Office good; and As done by ver- 
tre of his Office juſt and allowable, although the man and his 
Religion be mangne, As for inſtance,A Popiſh Landlord makes 
you a Leaſe of a Farme, your Leaſe is not Antichriftian, bus 

ood in Law, though he that demiſed it, be, for his Religion, a 
apiſt, A Popiſh Judge doth paſs a ſentence in Court, w 2s 


ſtands good in Judicature : bis ſentence is not Popiſh, the 
| he that pronounced it be a Pepiſt; the reafon is, becauſe the [e- 
| gal ſextence is not of him, nor from him.as a Papiſt, but a Judg, 
} who dath but deliver that which he hath received from an 
| big her root the | aw; So in this caſe, Ordination is an AJ of 
| Office derived from Chriſt, and it is not Popiſh, though execu- 
| ted by a Papiſt. V Ve do not re- baptizethem that were baptized 
Jn by a Popiſh Prieſt, becauſe the power of Gads ordinance depends 
not on the perſon that does execute the ſame, bat upon an 
higher founation, the inſtitucjon of Chriſt. Miniſterial Ag 

are not vitiated or made yull, though they paſs through the 
hands ofbad men; But ftand good to _ intents and purpoſes 
| , to 
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Ordination of. Miniſters ie an Ordinance 


2 Concliſ. 
To right 
Orcdination 
*whac 1s re- 
guired; ' 


ObjeF. 


Sol. 


xCor. e.16. 
2 Pert.3.1* 


Tits 243 ry 


to ſuch as receive them aright, by vertue of their Office authorit 6 
tively derived from the firſt inſtitution. 
© To right Ordination (befices the partics inward Call) are 
required Two things. x. On,behalf of the party to be Ordiined, 
he muſt have ſundry qualifications,as integrity of life by which 
he gets a good report even of thoſe that are without: 2. Soun4- 
neſfe inthe Faith, he muſt not be an Heretick or misbeliever, 
but able by ſound Dofrine to inftruftand convince the gain- 
faier: 3. He muſt be apt to teach, ready to communicate his 
knowledge to others. ; 
Secondly, on behalfof them that do ordaix, it is likewiſe 
required ; 1. That they take a tryal of their Gifts and Life, 
as Paul faith, Let them firſt be proved, and then let them mi- 
niſter if they befound worthy. 2. Then followes Ordination 
it ſelf, which is done when they are conſecrated and ſet apart, 


and Authorized with impoſition-of hands and prayer to-preach 


the Word in the Name of Chriſt, i Tim. 4.14; 3. Then follows 
their Ele&ion or deſignation to their particular places and char- 
ges, which is done, partly by the voice of the people, andpart!y 
by.the wiſdome of the Guides of the Church. 

Thus are we qualified, Called, Admitted, and: Authort- 
zed to,executethe ſacred FunCtion, according to Scripture- 
Rules, - and God hath ſealed to us the fruit of our Calling, by the 
converhion of many thouſand ſouls, in Chriſt Jeſus we ty the 
bleſſing and aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt have begotten you, ſo 


that if we be nct true Miniſters of Chriſt to others, yet ſurely 


we are tothepeople of this Nation, and toſome( we hope ) 
of our preſent, TN unthankfull and cauſeleſſe enemies. 

' Objef. But private men unordained _—_ ſouls, as 
the woman of Samaria informed her neighkours; Rahab was 
converted by the Spyes; and Aguila and Priſcilla helped A4- 
pollos, 8c. " | | 

I ſhall anſwer this point more largely under my laſt con- 
clufion, for this preſent thus : I doubt not but: much good is 
done by the faithfull reproofs, counſells, and inſtrutions ot 
private Chriſtians; women may fave their husbands, at leaſt 
win them toa liking of Chriſtianity ; the Elder women muſt 
be Teachers of good things, and ſo the Members x] he 

ure 


Fd 


FO 


of Chriſt in the New Teſtament. _ 


Church do edifie one another : But what ? is this Chrifts or- 2 Conclaſ. 
dinary way? muſt this overthrow Chriſts Order, and Ordi- 

nance? No,by no means. If any of you be inwardly toucht with 

the zeal of Gods glory, with a ſexſe ot the peoples ignorance 

and miſery, let ſuch teing tryed-and found Orthodox and Come 


petently Gifted, be Ordained, | Let them, give themſelves to 
this work, and we will. give them the, right hand of, felowſbip 
' withou: asking, of what Univerſity they were. But beware 
how ye bring diſorder and confufion into the Church, and fo 
- overthrow the Ordinance of Chrift, upan. ſerious conſidera» - 
tion of our third Concluſion which now foHoweih... , |: - + 


Having proved in the former Concluficns, that the Work of Conchuſ 
the Miniſtry is an Offce appointed of GoJ, and that Ord:nation = ; 
for executing that Office is an Ordinance of Chriſt in the new 
Teſtament, our third Concluſion will naturally follow, viz. 

That no man-uncalled and unordained, . can with good conſcience in- 


trude upon that Work and Ofce. | 


is the zeal of the Chriftian Magitrate, _ 
(ri 


to him of thejr e 
ſhall come.to paſſe, that when any. 


386 
20 _______ No mm nneadtied and wordained can 
'Y'Gonelsf. which begat my, ſhall ſay unto him, Thon ſhalt not live, &c. 

$ 


The tmcaning is this, Thatas In the Law of Moſes,Dent.13.5,8. 
—_— ——— himſelf a Prophet and was none, was to be 
gain 


Lo 


ma bythe Magiftrate : ſuch alike zeal ſhould benfed a- 
| falfe Prophets in the New Teftament, their beſt friends 
endned with knowledge and diſcerning, ſhall oppoſe then, 
preferring their zeal and piety towards God, before the mu- 
toall affeion they bear towards their own children. And 
Hearr di- there isa reaſon(as M* Boroughs thinks)why their beft friends 
_—_ P- ſhould withſtand them in this way. 1. **Becanſe it is a thing 
9 13: 24: abhorring to Nature,that men ſhould ſuffer God whom they 
© honour, to be blaſphemed. 2. To ſee their wives and chil- 
© dren,and deareſt friends to be ſeduced into waies which we 
© think will undo their ſoulsto eternity, and not be able to 
© kelp them nor our ſelves, unleſſe we can perſwade the Sedu- 
£certodefiſt, and ask them why they doo, arid entreatthem 
©to fordear : Therefore theſe muſt come under the Mayi/trates 
pr} we 4. Then followes the fruit of the Magt- 
rates dealing with them, viz. Their ſhame and repentance, they 
ſhall diſclaim their »furped profeſſion, and confelſe , that they 
were never brought ap,nor fitted for it, andfo return to their 
former courſtand Trade ofHving, This Seripture is fulfilled 
It-0n0 Part, LAs ring of falſe Teachers in on Gates; and if 
febe hot fulffled in the'other part, viz.'in their repentance, one 
peiptiett c#nſt thereof is, becavſe our Magiftratesare ſo farre 
Mm pertingthem to ſhame, that they rather uphold them, 
hiving erfranchized every Seto hold Aﬀemblics to preach who 
wh $ep-t0 the #/advantage of Chriſts Goſpel, have ſuffered 
his Minſters tobe viBfed and reproached even in Almanichy, 
avd*+0'be 'made the {corn and derifion of the raging waves of 
the Sea, and mocking fpirits, ofwhia'St Fude complains, 
0,153.18. Ipray God this de not laid to their charge. 
ur ſecond 'plare'ts, Numb. 16.142,3,5, Dathan and zt6iram 
Were Gentlemen bf the, Tribe '6f Renben the Eldeſt Son! of 
Jay, Numb, 569,9. This what Dithan and rem which 
were ſo famous ih the Congregation, they thought they had 
as much right to the Gouermient as Moſes, came ofa youn- 
ger Tribe, and therefore like Levellers Jthey fay to Mofe 
at 
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intrude into the office of preathing. 


2 


and Aarr:, wherefore lift you up your ſelves above the' Con- 3'Conciaſo 


gregation of the Lord. ver. 3. And when they were fannoned 
ro appear before Moſes,they refuſed, ſaying. we will not come, 
ver.12,13« It is a ſmall thing that thov haſt brought us our 
of a Land flowing with milk and hony, — thou make. thy 
felf altogether a Prince over us? their quarrell was cfpecially 
againſt Moſes, againft the Civill Power. Korah for his part was 
2 Levite, and he would have none abore him in the Charch, he 
would needs do the office of a Prieft aſwell as Aaron ; ſeck ye 
the Prieſthood alſo C (aies Moſes to him,ver.10, ) His quarel was 
Feclefraticall againſt Aaron, wer.11. What, is Aaron that ye 
murmure againſt him ? Thus you ſee how Koreh did. endea- 
your to make common the Offices of the Priefthood, and why? 
becanſe ( faid he) gllthe Congregation of the Lordis holy, v.3. 
All have the Gifts of the Spirit; as if Gods Ordinary nifts of 
Sanification, did take away diftinffion of Caltings and Offices; 
But what ſaies Moſes to all this geer ?' ver.5- Tamorrow the 
Lord will ſfitw who are bis, and who' are holy, and wilt cauſe 
fm ro-come near "unto him 3 Z.e.. God will by miracl? fhew 
whom be aceepteth far bjs ſeruant in the Government, you at me : 
And who is bc1y, i. e. whom he hath confecrated to come. near 
unto him þ - ref Calling todo the Office of a Prieff, Aaron 
or:you; Af! the Congregation ts buy, by 'the Gift of common 
vocation unto Grace, prt-not'by jeciat Off ef conſetratin to the 
Office ofa Prieft.” As Paul, 3 Cor.11.7. faith, that the hytband 
is the image of God in reſpelt of demeftick Aatbority ; rhe wife 
is the image of Godin reſpe& of the gifts of grace, aſwell as her. 
Husband ; but the Husband, and {o every. Magiftrate 
hath on him a !wo-fold image of God. 1.Qng by gifts of Grace 
common with other Saims: 2. The other by fpeciaft Cattup 'andl 
aothorityto his Office in-Church or Stat; OTE 
Well, you ſee Korahs fin what it 1s; buthow doesthe Lard 
take this at his hands ? ſee ver.35. Thoſe 250 men which of- 
fered incenfeand mpatedrthe holy Office, were burnt:to death 
with-fire from Heaven. And for a Monument 'to all poſterity, 
that None who is not. Called and Conſecrated, ſhould pre- 
ſame to take upon him'the Office of »7i-i#rng boly things, to 
make himſelf near fo'God in _ pecnliar Seryices, God 
Z COM» 
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No mantuncalled and unordained can 


3 Concluf, commanded the Cen'ers,, wherewith .they had offered the 


Objef. 


Anſ. 


Incenſe, to be kept for a memorial! unto the children of Ifrael!, 
that no ſtranger, which is not of the ſeed of Aaron, come near 
to offer Incenſe before the Lord, that he be not as Korah and 
is company, ver.40. Allo God cammanded Aarons rod that 
dded,to be kept for a tok-u againſt the Rehelts, andchouſhalt 
quite take away their murmurings, Numb.17.10. Anl4 they 

Il know, that whoſoever cometh zear to the Takernacle of 
the Lord without a Calling, todo the Office of a Prieſt, is in 
danger to dye as Korab did,ver.13. 

But-what is this to-us? In the. Old TeFament God had 
preciſely limited the Prieſts Office to exe Tribe, -how does this 
reaſon hold inthe New Teſtament ? 

The-application hereof is mae by S* Fade, ver.11. To the 
times of the New Teſtament. Wo unto them, for they have 
ran greedily aſter the crrour of Baalam for. reward, and are 
periſhed in the pain ſaying of Korab £ Hence 1 thus argue, Tf the 


finn of Korgh is, and may be committed in, the New Teſtament, 
then it followes undeniably, that in the New Teſtament it ts, 


a {inn to levell Church-offices, or intrude into.the ations of (a- 
cred Miniftry, whereto one is not Called, leaſt he periſh in 
Korab's fin. af _- 

The Apoſtle S. Jude fore-telling what Sefaries then were, 
and ſhquld be in Chrifts Church, and fetting them our Ly. cer- 


tain eþaraZers by which they might be known among others, 


hath this,ver. 1 x; That they are guilty of Korab's gain- ſaying. 

In which words I note three things : Firſt that the fin of Korob 
Is,and may ke committed in the New Teſtament. 

Secondly, that noxe can commit the {inn of Korah under the 
New Teſtament, j{ there werenot a diſtinfion and reſervation 
of miniſterial Offices and Authorities to men ſet apart for 
that work,as in Korahs time. | 

Thirdly, that thoſe of whom Jude ſpeaks, are therefore guil- 
ty.of Korahs fin, becauſe they invaded the Office of the Goſpe!l- 
miniſtry [. for now we have no proper, Prieſts. or- ſacrifices ] as 


Korgb did the Office of the Prieſthooq under the Law : That old. 
Prieſthood is:changed, Chrift hathy ereRed another Miniftry in. 


their ſtead, which muſt be preſerved inviolable from all wah 


- 
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intrude into the office of preaching. 
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ders, asthat of 4zrons was, for ele thefin of Kerab coul1 not 
be committed in the times of the New Teſtament. Burt ſeeing 
the {in of Korab is committed under the new Teſtament, . our 
concluſion ſtands good, that it is a fin for men wncalled to. ex 
erciſe the Office of the Goſpel-miniftry, or of a Prophet being 
bred up to feed Cattell, &c. 

Adde hereunto for cloſe of all, that of the Apoſtle,Heb.5.4, 
5. No man tak«ththis honour to himſelf, but he that is Called 
of God,as Aaron was. It wasa finin Jeroboam to make Prieſts 
of the loweſt of the people, which were not of the Tribe of. Levie: 
When Jeroboam revolted from the houſe of David, he changed 


3 Concluſ. 


I King. 12. 
31, with c* 


13. $3. 


the worſhip and the Miniſtry ( the honeſt Miniſtry were not for-1Chron, 11 


his turn ) let the people ſhould return to their duty, but God 
curſed this devilliſh policy, for this thing became. ſir to: the 
houſe of Jerobdam to cut it off, and deftroy-it from. the face. of 
the earth :. As then, ſo now it i a ſin: for any wan to take that 
bonour to himſelt : The Apoſtles words are generalland A'gu= 
mentative to this ſenſe, becauſe no manought to- intrude into 
this boly Office without a Calling , therefore.neither, mi 
Chriſt; if any wan take an:Office, not appointed of God there 

unto; it is no honour to him, - forrniry art > hm þ 


No man can make bimſelf a Steward or Embaſſador P no man Ref, 


can do any thing in Goczs Hou'e, .as bis Steward or Embaſſader 
fo preach his Covenant, and ſet thereto Gods ſeal, but they that 
have Comm#ſſim from God. Nowa Commiſſion is the impar= 
ting of power to us, which before we had,not. By,vertue of Gods 
Commiilion, we are Stewards of God and Embalſadars,for 
Chrift up 4457 apropos 2 Cor.5. 20. Chrift hath committed 
fo us the Word of Reconciliation, and we in bis Name aud with 
his Authority, do tender and ſeal Gods Covenant :. Without Gods 
Commiſſion, all facred ationsare weer nullities and. mcckeries, 
like a Judgement without a Jw/i/diGion ; of no mere authority, 
then if a private perſon ſhould give ſentence upon the Berich, 
or a Midwl'e Baptize your Children ; The Phariſees queſti- 
one:l Joha for Baptizing, Jch.1.5- Ani Chriſt for preaching, 
Mat.21.23- The Priefls and Elders of the people came to him 
as be was Teaching, and ſaid, By what Authority doſt thou 
theſe things, and who gave thee this Authority ? Chrilt _ 
yie 
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308. 
24. No man uncalled aud unordained can 


| . yield che challenge to be juſt, if he could not baveſhewed bis 
ts ds Aevibertey; and os in his Anſwer, Chriſt doth avouch 
both John's and his ann Miniftry to be frombeaven,v.2.25, The 
Apoſtle is clear, that God is the Author, who fets the ordinary 
Paſtors and Teachers in theChurch, as wel! & the Apciles and 
Prophets, and without his ſetting, we can no more do the Of- 
1 Cor.12. fice of Paſtors and Teachers then of Apoſtles. We muſt attend 
_ _ Gods ealling to Gods imploiwent.. 
' - (Fromthe premiſes, I conclude in the words of Mr. Hooker. 
Hookti Pol, © The Miniftery of Divine things is a funfiox, which as God 
S. Sc, 77. 6 djd himſelf Inftituce, ſo neither may man undertake the ſame 
*© but by Authority and Power given then in lawful manner 
C— are therefore Miniſters of Gol, not only by wa 
© of Subordimation, as Princes and Civill Magiſtrates are, whoſc 
© execution of Judgment and Juſtice, the ſupreme hand of Di- 
©yine providence doth uphold, but Miniſters of God, as from 
< whom their Authority is derived ad xot from meu: Forin 
*that they areChriſt's Embaſſadors and his laborers, who can 
© Slve them their Commiſſion, but he whoſe wot ieward affairs 
© they mannage? 1s not God alone the Father of Spirits? Are 
© not Souls the purchaſe of Jeſus Chriſt > What Angels in hea- 
© yen could have ſaid to Peter, feed my ſheep? preach, baptize, 
© do this in remembrance of mee, whole fins ye retain, they 
are retained, and whoſe fins ye remit, they are remitted ? 
© What think ye, are theſe terreſtrial ſounds? the power of the 
< Miniſtry of 'Godtranſlateth out of darkneffe into glory, it 
© deth diſpoſe of that fleſh which was given for the life of the 
©world, and it poureth maledi&ion' apon the heads of the 
© wicked — The things we do, ſhew that we are and can be 
<Commiſſioned by none but Jeſus Chriſt. All the Princes of the 
« world cannot give us this Authoity and Commiſſion, we can- 
Cnnot be Depnties in the ſe Dzvine things, becauſe them ſelves have 
© riot the chief to difpence the things in perſon,” not to be- 
<ftow the bleſſings and curſes at their will and command, 
© whereof we are made the Inftruments. What impudence then 
<5sit for Mechanicks, who have received Commiſhon neither 
from God nor man; to intrude i#to this Office. 
Obief# Some have ſaid, What evill is it for gifted men to preach 
+ wh | | though 


& 4. 
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though uncalled, me thinks they do well, better then your dry 3 Cencheſe 
dunces of the Clergie, they hola forth Jeſus Chriſt, ec. 
We envie no mans gifts, we diminiſh them not, onely we Auſw. 
plea1 for Chriſts Ordinance : Let them ſubmit to Chriſts Or- 
| dinance to bz tried and Ordained, and then Preach and ſpare 
not; elſe there is evill enough in ſuch undertakings; judge 
with equity. 1. hatevill it for a private man toexecute the 
Offce of a Conſtable? to pull a Fudg from the Bench ? me thinks 
he does better reform manners and puniſh vice. then your old 
rotten Magiſtrates : muſt we ſtay for a Commiſion when things 
be a miſs ? Abſalom wiil miniſter juſtice better then his father 
David; ae, ty allweans; things are like to go well, ife- 
very man that reckons himſelf gifted, may be judg what is beſt, 
and himſelf the fitteft todo it. But God is a GoJof Order, []- 
nity, Peace, and not of Confuſion. 2. And this 1 dare affirm, 
that the Devill hath not a more ſubrill prevalent engine to pull 
down the Kingdome of, and ſet up his own | which is eſta» 
bliſht by Herefie, Sedition, Falſe-worſhip, Envie, Hatred, 
Schi(m, Difſention, &c. ] then by deftroying the Miniſtry where» 
by God hath ereRed and builthis Church : But as long as 
Chriſt will have his Church among us, he will hold thoſe ftars 
in his right band; And whenſocver you ſee them pluckt out of Rey, x,x9; 
the firmament of the Church, then look for nothing but a ſad 20 
night of darkneſſe and miſery upon this Nation : They are the 
greateſt malignents and avowed enemies of our Nation,thatare uk, r9.41; 
haters of its Miniftry. But let them beware what they do, for eh 
if he that loveth and receiveth a Prophet in the name of a Pro» 7 oP 
phet, ſhall receive a Prophets reward, then he that defpiſeth, de- 
ridech, hateth,vilifteth a Prophet in the name of a Prophet, or 
becauſe he is a Minifter of the Goſpel,he carries in his breaſt the 
mark of a Reprobate, and let him ke ſure he ſhallreceive the 
reward of a Prophet hater. | | 
The truthis,God hath made theſe Preachers a check, @ ſhame,  \. . -. 

and « juſt rebuke to a rotten formal dead Clergy, that underſtood [40 8.9 2M 
not , nor ever endeavoured the converſion. of Souls ; God *?*? *** 
would by a fooliſh people provoke men of abilities-toa more 
ſpiritual and conſcionable diſcharg of their duties,it were good 

this uſe were made of it 5 But what goog ee this promiſcuous | 
x | E | preaching | 
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M* Owen 


preaching hath done, how it hath advanced truth or godline(s, 
15 their part to ſhew. What miſchief it hath done, what Er- 
rers it hath ſpread, how many »»ftable foub it hath beguiled, 
what fearfull Schims and Fattions it hath brought into our 
Land, what diſcord among brethren, &c. There be too many 
Inftances in moſt Counties of Exglexd. By ſuch like men, you 
ſee what preaching you areliketo have, ifever your eſtabliſht 
Miniftry be extinguiſhed. People by degrees will grow to a 
loathing andcontempt of the Goſpell preached, through their 
prophaning it with their fulſome fooleries. 

I ſhall cloſe up this point with a remarkable paſſage of Mr. 
Owens in his Treatiſe of Toleration, joined with that Sermon of 
bis, which he preached before the houſe, Fan. 31. 1648.— 
his words are theſe. © There are a ſortof perſons termed in 


of Tolera- © Scripture &rax)o: unruly, diſorderly, 1 Thef. 5. 14. dyogater. 
rion,p.82,J © of the baſer ſort, AQs 17. 5.4T0re a5ſurd, unreaſonable men, 


: Theſ;4: 


ITs 


I. ObjeF. 


Hnſw.1. 


© a Theſ.3.2. dayumrdTax]or lawleſſe and diſobedient,1 Tim. 1. 9.and 

*thelike diforderly, vagabond, wandring, irregular perſons, 
© fixed to no calling, abiding in no place, taking no care of 
< their Families, that under a pretence of Teaching the truth 

©-without miſſion, without Call, without warrant, uncam- 

© manded, undefired, do go up and down from place to place, 

© creeping into Houſes, &c. Now that ſuch waies as theſe and 

£ acrtbus in thefe waies maybe judicialy enquired into, I no way 
© doubt: 1 did yet never obſerve any other iffue upon ſuch un- 

©dertakings, but ſcandal! to Religion, and trouble to men in 

© their civil/ Relations z therefore according to the Apoltle's 

order, 1 Cor. 7. 24. Let every man in the ſame calling wherein 

he was called ( to Chriſtianity ) therein abide with God, flu- 

dying to be quiet, and to da his own buſineſſe, and uot other mens 

as the Lord hath commanded.” 

Thechief Argument for preaching without Ordination, is 
taken from As 8. verſes. with 4 11.19,20. they that were 
ſcattered abroad upon the perſecution that aroſe about Ste- 
phen, went every where preaching the word ; yet theſe that 
were ſcattered, were not Ordained men,therefore men unordein- 
ed may Preach. | 


7. Itmuſtbein ſuch caſes as in the Text, This example will 
not 
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not holdin caſes altogether unlike : Suppoſe thar way iy" 3 Canelnſ. 


ſters are perſecuted, Congregations ſcattered, when Chriſti» 
ans are fain tofly into ſtrange Countries amang Infidells, when 
{ach cannot be had, as by Gal's ordinary call have power to 
preach, I ſay, admit that inſucha caſe, any man may preach 
the Word, declare among the people the name of Jeſus Chrift, 
' his Death and Reſurreftion ; yet by what enalogie. of reafox 
can this be alleged againſt the eftabliſhed courſe: provided in 
Scripture for ſending men topreach ? In Caſe of extream dan- 
ger, when I am aſſaulted for my life, I may rather kill then ke 
killed; I may be my 61 Magiſtrate ? But this warrant isnot an 
o dixary uſurping the Magiftrate*s ſword ; ſo in our preſent Que» 
#ion : | 


When we have a Rule and an extraordinary Example that Rule. 


crofſeth that Rule ( as inthe cafe of Phinees, and Abraham's 
killing his Son ) then we muſt leave the example and follow the 
Rule ? we muſt not follow difþenſations and forſake the ſtand- 
ing precept. 

2. But how will it appear that theſe [ They | inthe Text, 
that. preach abroad, were men unſeat end unordained? ſeeing 
there be precepts in Scripture for Ordination, if we finde any 
doing the work of Elders, we are to preſume that ghey are Or- 
dained, though their Ordination be not recorded, as Marchue, 


ers above-mentioned, were fo fext, I ſhall offer unto you, i for 
proof, theſe Textael conſiderations. | woclt bad 

1. All that are »amed, as Phillip the Evangeliſt, and Anenias 
and Lacias of Cyrene, were men in Office. 

2, Nothing appearsto the contrary, . but all-makes for it, 
That the ſeventy were at Feruſalem till that ſcattering.they kepe 
company with Chriſt while he lived, and with the ApoHer at 
Jeruſalem alter he was Aſtended; AMS 1 2k» (For owt of the 
ſeventy, Matthias was choſcn to. ke aty Apoſtle, ) and'becauſe 
they neſtled themſelves in their warm quarters ar Fern/alem, 
God ſends a perſecationto difjerſe thew about their buſinelſſe, 
that ſo the preaching mightbe more fully known accardingas 


Chriſtfore-cold, 4s 1. $. ſoit came topelle the ſeventy were 


oppainted-to' preach imthe places where thoſe that were ſure 
; þ 3 e 


Anſw.2. 


Ariſtarchus, Demas, Lucas, Tychichus, &c. And that theſe preachs a” 28, 


a 
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3 Concluf. ed, didpreach, As 8.1. Therefore it is altogether likely that 
theſe were the men. | 
3+ Beſides is ſaid, As 6.7. That a gre:t company of the 
Prieſts were converted to the Faith, and theſe were Pauls Fel- 
low. belpers unto the Kingdom of God,  Ariſtarchus and Mar- 
chas, and Jeſus which is called Ju?us, who are of the Circumci- 
(fox,theſe were Preachers of the Goſpel with Payl,Col.4.10,1 r. 
And they being Prieſts, were Authorized ty their former Cal» 
ling to Preach. Therefore when the Text ſaies, As 8.1. They 
were «ll (ſcattered abroad except*the Apoſtles, this cannot be 
meant of all the Charchb ( for there remained many houſhol 1s 
of men, ver,z. ) but of them, who did preach Chriſt at Jeruſa- 
lem,as Stephen had done ; theſe were eſpecially aimel at in the 
perſecution,and they ſeeing how it fared with Stepher, betoo 
themſelves topreach abroad, the Apoſtles that remained 'be- 
hinde were perſecuted, James was killed with the ſword, an. 
Peter impriſoned As 12.2. 
4- Circumftanceevidencing this Truth, is that of A@.1t. 
20: where it is (aid, that ſome of them were m1 of Cirexe and 
Cyprus, who when they were come to Atioeh; 'ſpake unto- the 
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jeſus. By theſe, we may judge 
whad the reſt#f thm that preaebed were, when tis ſaid, Scme of 
them were men of Cirexe,the reſt were of the ſame rank, though 
Not of the fame Cities. But theſe men of 'Cirene and C yprus, 
were they lawfilly Called and fent forth to preach ? - | 
Had they any feciall Calling? 1 conceive they had- for theſe 
reafords 5:7: ft | | 
Firſt, becauſe they were the firſt that converted the people 
of Anticch unto the Faith, A#. 11.21,22,24.And God gave te- 
ftimony to their word by fignes and wonders,ver.21, the hand 
of the'Lord” was with them,vis to heal-the lick, &c. as was u- 
foal inthe firſt planting of Churches. "If they had not an ordi- 
nary Calling, yet ſurely they had 2» extraordinary one , becauſe 
their Dorine was confirmed with figns following, Heb. 2. 4. 
Secondly,theſe wonder-working Preachers continued at Antioch, 
till Barnabas was ſent thither unto them from Feruſalem to 
confirm the people in the Faith;theſe men continuing dt Antioch, 
are expreſly called Prophets and Teachers;Afs 13.1. Now there 
? h - Wcre 
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were in the Church that was at Antioch certain Prophets and 3 Conclej. 
Teachers, as Barnabs and Simon calle4 Niger, and Lucius of 


Cirene ; and the'e miniſtred unto'the Lord. verſe 2. 
Thirdly,they that are called Prophets and Teachers, Af.31.1. 
are the very ſume that fled and came firft to Antioch and conver- 
ted the people, A#. 11.19. For *tis ſaid,ver. 20.that they were 
men of Cyprus and Cirene that came firſt to: Antioch'andpreached, 
and one of them, A@.13.1. is Lucius of Cirene ( called a Pro- 
phet,4@.13.1. ) was one of them that fled from eruſalesr up- 
on that Perſecution, A&s 11.20. Hence I gather, that ſeeing 
they that preached at Antioch and converted them, were Prophets 
and Teachers : And they that converted the. Antiothians were 
the ſane that fled from Feruſalem upon that Perſecution z there- 
fore they that fleil and preached were not men meerly Gifted, 'but 
duly. Called. | F 
Theſe Textual circumſtances give ſufficient ground to affirm, 
that thoſe,which preached upon that ſcattering, had ſome ſpi- 
rituall Calling thereunto; far better grounds than can be al- 
ledged to the contrary. Put altogether this: They al, 3. e.: 
they which had kept company with the. Apoſtles and*were of 
the ſeventy, or o* the converted Prieſts, They are th:y that prea- 
ched abroad : 1. Becaule they onely are named . 2. Becauſe 
the ſeventy were appointed to preach-in-thoſeplaces where they 
toat were [cattered,did preach. 3: Becauſe they were. men ap- 
proved by {igns-and wonders. -4.. Becau'e ſome of themare ex” 
preſly Callzd Prophets' and Teachers ,' Being the: very ſame 
men that cawe to Antioch, and fled from J: ruſak:m. Let 'the 
ſame be ſaid of you, -an4 then-preach in Gods name; elſe ſuch 
a ' emmoggh will notjaſtifie you, nor be a. fit paralell for your 
ations. _. | | ; | 


: Apolos mas nsordained Miniſter, yet he preached, 44.18, 24. An/. 


cc 


Reaſon 3. 


\ He was an Authorized publick Preacher in the Churth'of Co- th 
rinth, for who is Paul or Apolſos, but Miniſters by whom ye be- ,;., ber. 
lieve, 1 Cor.3.5.' Paul ſpeaks of him, as his fellow-labuurer and ſer in joine 


Steward of the myſteries of God, 1 Cor:4.1,6. Yea, it ſeems by Ph1ilo- 
that Apolos.did Baptize. afwell as preach, for the Corinthians "_ 
deyided into. Se&s-according; to the: Names and Number of," 


nſilug- 
againſt 


them that taught and baptized them (1 Cor.,1.12, ) as, Paul's Coillender, 
E 3 | maſliking Pel7, 


— © I... eee eee ern tr ere nn re on Ie Pyar nn on Ie I nee ene 


739 6 


ok. 
_— 


ZO 


No mean uncalled and nnordained may 


3 Conchuf. 


Objef. 
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AR. 16. 
44,46, 


3. Obeft 


miſliking ofthem does import, ver.13. Were ye baptized ito 
the Name of Paul? and ſeeing ſome did call themiclves by the 
14me of Apollo, it tollowes that be did alſo Bajtize from which 
time they would callthemſelvesty the name of Apotlo,as others 
did of Paul. 

Fes true incieed, Apollos preached at Epheſus before he came 
to Corinth, 497-18.24,27. But ſeeing we read that he was a Mi- 
nifter, and yet read of no new Ordination received after his co 
ming to Corinth,we muſt conclude, that he was an authorized 
Preacher, when he preached at Epbeſws. 

But he knew I Baptiſm of John, i. e. the DoQtrine 
_ he had been baptized onely with water in the name of 

What ofthat? Yet he might be as true « Miniſter of the new 
Teſtament as Jobz Baptiſt himſelf ; for John taught the people 
that they mutt repent and believe on Jeſus Chriſt,and ſo he ba- 
ptized them, A9.19.4. The ſame DoFrmme did Apollss preach, 
A83.18.25,28. He taught diligently the things of the Lord,and 
mightily convinced the Jews that ſeſas was Chriſt, © 

The Baptiſm of Jobnand of Chrift: diftinguiſhed, As 9.4.5. 
are not two Baptiſm of water, but onely one with water, which 
is called Jobns Baptiſm, A#.19.3 .and the Lords Baptiſm, AG.8. 
16. But Chrifts Baptiſm ia diftinFion'from Johns, was the pouring 
forth of the holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, and others in thoſe 
daies, as S* Peter doesexpound it, A&.11.15,16:. ſaying, That 
as I began to ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on as_.at 
the beginning, then remembred 1 the werds of the Lord, how he 
Gaid, fob indeed baptized with water, but ye ſhall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt—compare, 8.8. 15.16. when Peter and 
and John were come to Samaria, thiy prayed for them, that 
they might receive the Holy Gho#, for as yet he was fallen upon 
none of them,' oxely they were baptized in the Name of the; Lord 
Teſus. This Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt ſhed on them, was 
uſually done by the laying on,zot of water, but of hands, 49.8.17. 
and 19 6. | | 

Paul ſales. 1 Cor.14.31.ye may all prophefic one by one, 

that a!l may learn, for the miniſtration of the Spirit is given 
ro every one to profit withall, 12:7. therefore all that be a- 
ble may preach. Pauls 
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_ ©. PauPspurpoſe there, is togive direAions concerning the uſe > Cynclyi 
of ſpiritual bites, ſpecially that of Tongues and Prophecie; If. uf 
And becaufe ſome nſed their gifts for Oftent ation, not for edi- 
fication 3 therefore he telJeth them, that in what kinde ſoever 
any gift manifeſting the Spirit, is beſtowed on any man, it is to 
this one exd, for the profit of all, Chap. 12.7. | 

Secondly, Notethar theſe gifts were diverſly diſtributed, not 
given al to one, nor 4xy one pift to all; but to ove was given to 1 Cor. 12. 
ſpeak with Tongues, to axother Miracles, to another Prophecy. * 
And every one might exerciſe his own gifts, but not anothers : 
He that had the gift of Miracles, might do his Miracle, but 
wot go about to ſpeak with Tongues, and he that fpake with 
Tongues might not attempt to heat, nor to Prophecy ; God 
gave not all theſe gifts to one, bur one to one, another toan»'yerg. x, 
other,deviding in parts to every man as he will. Prophecy was a 
chief Gift, extraordinarily inſpired,as was the gift of T ongues 
or Healing, and the Prophen were they, which by a ſpecial and © ©4743 
extraordinary gift interpreted Prophetical Scriptures to edt- 
ficition and conſolation ; Now Pail being to regulate this gift 
ſaith, Ye may all Prophecy one Eyone, 3. e. a! that be Prophets, 
all that have a watter revealed tothem, {, ver. zo. Hf any thi 
be revealed to another that fitteth by, &c. ) AU ſuch may take 1 Cor, 125 
their turns in Prophecying, #9t any one elſe ; {or at Corinth, al! were 29. 
not Prophets. | 
This then is the plain meaning of that place, ashe that had , c,,, .; 
not the gift of Tongnes or of Healing might not attempt to 
heal, or to ſpeak w'th Tongues, ſo he that had not the gift of 
Prophecy, might not undertake toexercife it. 
Thirdly, Becauſe onr men take theſe Prophets to be ordinary 

gifted Chriſtians, and fo their prafiices imitable : Tſhall bythree 

reaſons prove the contrary, vis. That prophecying in that £ Cor.14+ 

place, was an extraordinary, and 'not a ſtanding ordinary gift 

in the Church. | | 

1. Becauſe St. Paul ſaies of them, that they had ſome peci- 
all matters revealed to them of a ſuddain, are _—_ was Fs. 
Prophecying, they only ſitting by, and not nfing the belp for oppe- 
ration of any faculty of their own. as their wit, memory, read- 
ing : they fpake by divine inſpirartion,like the old Prophets. 
2.And 


2. Dt 
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3 Concheſ. 2: And accordingly we finde them in a rankand order of men 
Reaſon 2. ſet with the Apoſtles above the moſt eminent Gifte4 Chriſtians 


Reaſon 3: 


1 Cor. 12. 28. firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets— And as the 
Apoſiles , ſo they had their kaowledpe of the myſtery of Chriſt, 
by revelation, as Paul witneſleth, Eph2/. 3.5. as i: is now revea- 
led to his holy Apoſtles and Prophets by the Spirit. Prophecic 
therefore was no ſtanding gift, and Prophets were not ordina- 
ry gifte | believers, but a rank of men in Office at ove Paſtors. 

3. All theſe gifts (1 Cor. 14. ) were of the ſame nature for 
the manner of thetr Doxation, and for their coxtinuance, i. e. to 
laſt for a time only, wherefore ſeeing the gift of Tongues and 
Miracles is ceaſed, the gift of Prophecy is alſo ceaſed, for this 
was given in the ſame manner, and placed among the extraor- 


- dinarygifts, 1 Cor. 12. 10. Whereupen I conclude, that the 


Objeg. 


Anſw. 


1 Per.2.1. 
x Joh, 4.1 


Prophecying in the Corinthians, Is no pattern for the prafice of our 
gifted Speakers, who, I preſume, haye not the face to take the 
place of Prophets next to the Apoſtles above Evangeliſts and Paſtors, 
—— Nor to affirm that they have their knowledge by reve- 
lation { for then what need they plead their parts or gifts , ſee- 
ing Inſpiration or Revelation isnot a faculty of the minde |] 
And ſeeing the gift of Prophecy is ceaſed, it is now a grofle rah- 
ing of the name to counterfeit it, as allo it isto imitate the mira- 
culous works of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, 

If they had been inſpired,they could not be ſubjeF to the judg- 
ing of others, ſecing they could not then err : But the text ſay: 
that the Spiric of thoſE Prophets is ſubje@ unto the Prophets ; 
therefore they were bur ordinary men, 1 Cor. 14.29.32+ 

This Argument follows not becauſe the Apoſtles were in- 
Siredand could not err, yetthey ſubmitted their DoQrine to 
trial, As 197.11. And becauſe Satan can transform himſelfe 
into an Angel/ of Light, and his Miniſters. as the Miniſters of 
Chriſt ; and becauſe as there were falſe Prophets of old, ſo there 
ſhall be falſe Teachers among you, for this cauſe we are com- 
mwanded to try the fpirits, i; e. the Do&rines propounded under 
-the name of the ſpirits inſpiration : And to prevent de:uſions in 
this kind?, God gave a gift of diſcerning of ſpirits, whereby to 
know a true Prophet from a falſe, which ſpake of his own ſpi- 
rit : yea, the prophets themſelves had a ſpirit of judging, thy 9, 

n 


ta | | 
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And therefore it was ordained that the Do&rine of every Pro- 3 Goncluf, 
phet ſhould be ſubje& to the Examinatioz of other Prophets, 

who ought to judge by the Rule of God's word, whether that 

which was ſpoken , were by the wotion of God's Spirit, or b 

a ſpirit m-erly humane ; and this was no diſparagement to tho'e 
Prophets, to have their DoArine and interpretations jJudg- 

ed 6 others endowed with the ſame Spirit ( Nam etfi bomo Le8, apocy; 
ſpiritualis a nemine judicatur, tamen qui 4 nemine judicetur, judi. Te. 1.1 34, 
catur 4 ſpiritu Dei. ) Theſe Prophets were greater then the Ordi- P: 300,301, 
nary Paſtors an 1 DoRors, yet inferior to the Apaes ani Pro- 3% 

phets which were the pen-men of holy Scripture (as the learne 

ed Dr. Ramolds hath obſerve 1) they had indeed gifts axd in- 

ſpirations more then ordinary for opening of Scriptures, but not 

the Spirit ſo inceſſantly aſſiſting them, as they had that wrote the 
—_ Nathar,though a Prophet, yet he had not the ſpiric 
inceſſantly ſpeaking in him, he ſpake out of his own humane 3Sam.7.31 


A. 


' Judgement and reaſon,when he badDavid to build che Eau. ; 


ſo did Samnel! judge concerning Eliah the eldeſt fon of Jeſſe, 15Sem.16. 

- Meminiſſe oprtet ( faith Dr. Rainolds ) done fpirinzes ſecundion 647+ 
menſuram bominibus diftributa eſſe,& cum inſint in il/is primitie qui« 
dem Spirits Santi, una,etiam inefſe reliquias ſpiritks humeni. Ne- 
0 autem novit, que ſunt homins, nifi ſpiritus bominis ; Nec quiſpi- 
am novit,. que ſunt Dei, niſi Spiritus Dei ; Iteque que tradunt viri 
Dei, Prophet bi, de quibus loquinmr, profefia eſſe poſſunt ab humans 
ſpiritu, quo edbuc etiam in illis eſt, idcirco dofirinam ſnam ſubmitte- 
re debent fratrum ſuorum exanimi & judicis, neq; enim omnia ſemper 
Deus ſervis [ſuis revelat, ſed id quizque poteſt aliquando dicere, qudd 
Elizeus, ciem adipſum Shunamitis accederet, hoc Fehova celavit me, 
neq; indicavit mihi, ib.-p. 305. 
If their DoQrine may be judgcd, it may be refuſed as being poſfbly > King. 27, 
ſabjeX&ro-error, not when they ſpeak by Inſpiration, but becauſe 
it is poſſible, they miyht ſpeau by a humane ſpirit, or by a falſe 
ſpirit, and tat cauld not be known but by examination; therefore | 
the Apoſtle will have thoſe Prophets Teaching ſubmitted to the * Cor. 14s] 
Judgment of others, that have the ſpirit of Prophecy. that fo 57* 

y the harmony and conſent of their Dodrines, the unity of 
rc Spirit, by which they all ſpeak, way be evidenced and approe 
ved. Now this could not befall the Peu-wen of holy Scripture, 
who ſpake as they were —_ by the Holy Ghoſt, and _ of 

tNELC 


_ 


et I 


-, 4 No-men uncalled ov unordained nay 
3 Conclu. theis 091. ſpirits ag any time when they preackt, or wie. apy 


#.+ Oled. 


' part of Scripture. Whatſdever the Apoſtles preached or wrote. 


It is of Divine Authority. becauſe they wrote it. 

Some. be ſo conſiderate as to plead for their pattern and 
warrque Chrift's making Preachers of Fiſhermen; why. thece + 
fore may not Tradefmen preach? 

Notbing can.make wore dizealy againſt you : 1. Chriſt 
called them from thzir Trades.to.an higher imploinzent to. be 
Fiſhers of men, and they left their Trades to do this Work; Bur 
you ſay, . Keep on your Trades audpreach tov. 2. Chriſt, who is 
the Author ofthe Miniſtry. of the New Tefament, Caleg them, 
trained them up in his Schoo] as Diſciples, then he Ordyined 
Txelye that they ſhoutd be. with him, that he mjght end. them 
to. preach, Murk 3. 14; But you preach, without any ſuch Cal- 
ling, Training up, Ogdgining or ſending. 3. Chriſt ſent 
them out two.and two te. preach, and gave.thew, powen to heal 
theſick, clean'e the Leapers, railethe dead, caſt out Devills. 


Chrilt engble$them. for-the worke which be;{63 them about ; 


Bat you. have ne ſuch miſſion, nor uew, ahilities:, Hergiathe dif- 


ference between. Chrik and, men, be doeg riot. finde mengn, buy 


makes them fit, and lofengs them; But we mul finge them fit,or. 
clo got (end. chem :. Neither.muſt any run befpreakey ke (eng, 
Fre 23: 2k L rang ſent theſe. Prophets, yet they, ran, &«. 
Ihefeare the chick Argumentsfor preaching withour Ordina- 
Uh. for farches lagifa ion. w rein, and of all My. Chillene 
dex's Objections, I referr theReadertothar acute, ſolid, ſhort 


Treatife, entituled, Church-members ſet in jaint, written. by Phi- - 
ledexter. Tranſiltanus.; and I the rather recommend that Trea-.. 
tiſe, becauſe my people have grounded their Opinion, and... 


PraRiſc upon. Nr. Chillenden's Book. 
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T he Second (Lueſtion. 


ba Hether Baptiſme belongs and be riptily adivijni- 
' \ x / ſtred roInfavts of Chriſtian Paretits bl the New 

Teftiment ? 2fiv. 

 Baptifin is the firſt viſible 47 of Gods Grace, whe: eby he 
doth receive us into his favour and family: And the firſt viſible 
meas whereby he doth #pply to as by Word, Sign and Seal the 
bloud of Jeſus Chriſt for remiſſion of fins. Now che Queſtion 
is, to whom this Seal of tnercy doth belong ? 

Anabaptiſts have ſuncry pretences to ſcorn and deride In- 

'fant-baptiſm : intheir account the Baptiſm of Infants is no 
Baptiſm, becauſe actording to Chriſts Inſtitution (as they con- 
ccive Jtrue Bapriſme doth alwaies preſuppoſe aiual betief in 
the recetvers,and is otherwiſe no Baptiſm ; thereforethey re- 
baptize, : £14 : 

Others allow of Infant-baptiſm, they effeem it as an Ocdi- 
nance which Chriſt hath inſtituted in ſpegiall love and favour 
to his people, onely they reſtrain this priviledge to the Infants 
of Parents who joyn thethſclves to Church Covenant to ſome 

particular Congregation. My debate is with the former, who 
deny all Infant- Bapti't, the which if it Fe proved to kelong to 
any Infants, it is enough for my purpoſe; artd the ſame Argu= 
ment; which prove itto belong to Infants of this or that Congre= 

gation, do prove it to belong to the whole viſible Church and 
their Infants ; it being a vain pride and great preſumption to 
make new conditions of Church-Memb2rſhip, which God hath not 
rhade, and to aſcribe to the iyvextiviis of men a power to ſu- 
perſede the Ordinances of God;ro caſtboth us and our Infants 
out of the Covenant ; ts, that were baptized into that one body, 
if we ſubſcribe not to their Articles ; and our children, be- 
canſe we ſubſcribe not;thus making void the Cortrmandemext of 

God,ty the commandeinents and Ordinauces of men. _ 

The rather force ty ſelfto ſpeak Tomerhing of this beaten 
F 2 point, 


Lo 2- 


Infant-Baptiſme juſtified by virtue 


Rueſt. 


Anſw, 


Of God's 
Covenant, 


point, becauſe there ke three young heathens In wy pariſh, and 
three others dead out of the Covenant through their Parents 
frowardnefſe; Now for the convincing and ſatisfying, if ic 
way be, of theirs & other poor peoples judgements in the pre- 
ſent Controverſfie,l ſhall content my ſelf with hive Arguments; 
the firſt will depend upon a clear poſitive Anſwer to another 
queſtion, viz. | 

Did God make the Covenant of Grace one!y with afual Belice 

vers,or with them and their Infant-ſeed? Did God take into Coe 
venant the Parents with thechildren or the Parents onely ? 

Not the Parents onely, but with them their Infanteſced ; 
this is the exprefſe Tenor of the Covenant , Gen.17.7. between 
God and Abraham, between me and thee, andthy ſeed, to be a 
God unto you : J/hat ſeed meaneth he ? his Tufant-feed, v. 12. 
He that is eight daies old, whether it be a childe of thy loins, or 
ofa flranger, a Proſelite, which is not of thy ſeed : this Cove- 
nant was firſt made with Abraham, Gen.12.3. wherein God 
promiſed that in his ſeed ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 
bleſſed, i. e. in Chriſt; And it was renewed with the Sign of 
Circamcifion added unto it,Gen.17:7.12. 

Wherein obſerve three things: 1. That the Covenant made 
with Abraham was the Goſpell Covenant, wherein blefſedneſſe 
was promiſed in and through Chrift the promiſed Seed, for 
God preached th? Goſpel to Abraham, when he ſaid, In thy ſeed 
ſhall all Nations be bleſſed,as S. Paul! reafoneth, Gal.3.8. the 
which Covenant,ſeeing it was 4.30 years before the Law, and 
not diſanulled by the coming of the Law,it was to endure till 
the Seed ſhould come to whom the promiſe was made,ver. 17. 


Rom, 15.8. , 9. and conſequently to the end of the world, becauſe Chriſt came 


wy 


2, 


toeſtabliſh the Covenant made to the Father, an34 after Chriſt, 
no more changes to be expeted. 

2. Note, that the perſons with whom that Goſpel-Covenant 
was made, were Abraham and his Infant-ſeed, and all Nationn, 
even us Engliſhmen and our Infant-ſeed,as appears, Gen. 17.412. 
My Covenant is with thee and with thy ſeed in their Genera- 
tion, and th? ſtranger that is not thy ſeed, all of them muſt be 
Circumciſed. Compared with Rom.15.8,15.Nowl ſay, that 


Jeſus Chriſt was a Miniſter ofthe Circumcifion,, e. of the Jews, 
or 


200m 


| 
| 


Ao; 
of God's Covenant with #4. . : 37 


for the truth of God,to confirm the promiſes ( of the Covenant ) 
made unto the Fathers,and that the Gentiles might glorifie God 
for his mercy, being made partakers with them of the ſame 
promi'es, according as it is written,Rejoyce ye Gentiles with 
his people, &c. Now this Covenant of promiſes made with the 
Fathers,Chriſt ſhould zot confirm, but clip and curtail it, if (6 
great 2 part asall our Infants be left out and; excluded: But 
if God take our Infants into Covenant} who ſhall dare to; ex- 
clude them ? 

3. Note, when Gol at firſt gave that Covenant to Abraham 
and to the Nation,he gave withall a Commandement, that the Gen.1 712; 
initial mark ofthe Covenant ſhould Fe ſet upon all! whom he 
had taken into Covenant both Jews and Gentiles and their In- 
fants : The Covevant it ſelf and the {mark .of the Covenant 
arealikeextended to all the ſame perſons whether young or old: 
Note farther, that when Chrift renewed and eſtabliſhed that 
Covenant in his own bloud, though be changed the Sign, yet he 
repealed not that Commandement , Nay he added a.new Com- ,, ., 
mandement,cnjoyning the new Sign, Baptiſm, to be given to * * ?* 
Nations, Without exception of any perſons formerly received 
into Covenant : ſo that we are under a twofold Commandem ent 
to Baptize Our Infants, one, of God who firſt ade the Cove- 
nant anq1 gave that Commandement, the which is ſtill ſo of 

force,that if Chriſt the Lord of the houſe had not change 1 it, 
we were all bound at this day to be Circumriſed; and ſeeing he 
hath chang'd that Sign intoBaptiſm,but not theCovenant it ſelf, 
nor the Commanaement thereto annexed; it followeth, that by 
the 0/4 Commandement enjoyning Infants to be marked; and by 
Chriſts »+w Commanlement,enjoyning Baptiſm to be that mark; 
all, that are nt excepted out of the Covenant ſtand bound to 
receive it. In like manner as the fourth Commandement en- 
Joyning one day of ſeven for an holy Reſt to the Lord, doth 
binde us to obſerve our Lords day ; the Commandement ſtands 
of force, though the firſt day be changed : fo the Commande- 
ment for ſigning of the Nations whom God received into Cove- 
nant azd their ſeed, doth {till oblige us to ſet the New Seal up- 
on the n; eſpecially ſeeing we are again commanded by Chriſt 
ſo todo without any exception of Infants, Hence 1 thus acne. 
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7 1 Argum. All that ace taken invo the Covenant of Grace, onphr tore- 


.ceive the initial Sign of the Covenine [ what ever the ligh be, 
that God ſhall chuſe, ] and that actording to the command- 
ment of God and our Lord ſeſus Chrift, 

Bur Infants are taken into Covenant w'th their Perents.as is 
proved; therefore by the Commendement of the Lord,they onpÞt 
yo receive the Sign which God hath enjoined tote uſed, and 
that Sign is Bavtiſme : They muſtreceive one ſigh, or other by 
virtue of Go:i's command annexed to the Covenant, if they 
will not receive the new fign Baptiſte, they muſt ke Circum- 


. ciſed, 


Or thus, | 

If Infants have a right tothe Covenant - and the Mitial fig 
therevf, then it is a wrong to deny them. Butdnfants bave a rfoke 
co the Covenant and the initial figh thereof by God's Oripinall 
Grant, Gen. 17.11,14 And byChrifs confirmation of that Co- 
venant made with the Fathers, Rom. 15. 8. therefore it is a 
wrong todeny it to them, The'Covenant under which we are 
7s the Gojpel-Covenant, mede Tong fince with us Enghſhmen and 
env Infant- ſeed, with z command of piving them the Sipn, which at 
firſt was Circumciſſion, and now Bptiſme Ly the ſame Divine 
Antherity enjoyued, and cothmanded to be giv.n without any 
exception of any within the Covenant. 


2 Argum. My ſcond Argument is grounzed on Ads 2.38, 39. then 


Te 


2, 


Peter ſaid, Repent and be Baptized, &c. In which paſſage of 
Scripture, 1 note three things : * 

1. Who the perſons were, of whom Peter ſaith, the Promffe 
is to- you and to your children, they were a mixt muititude of 
many Nations, as appears, ver. 10. ſtrangers of Rome, Jews, Pro- 
ſelites, Creets and Arabians. Note 

2, Fharpromife that is, of which St. Peter faier, It belongs to 
fuch peopte and their children, and is applied to his hearers as ke 
ground of their bring baptiſed: Tt is that fr and promiſe made'to 
Abraham to be a God to him and his ſed, zrayyiaiethat Goſ- 
pel-promiſe of good tidings, gratuitum Dei promiſſum, quatenus 
oppenitur legi,faith Beza; ina word,it is that promile of blefſed- 


&r, 31.34: neſſe, which conſiſts in remiſion of fixs to be obtained by the 


,promiffed Mefliah. 
\ Nay 


— ——— 


Jo 


of God's Covenant with us. 


. Nay, Why not rather underfland it of the promiſe of the Objee. 


itsof the Holy Ghoſt promiſed, Feel 2. 27. and given by lay- 
mg-0u of the Apoſtles hands, eſpecially becanfe tit is ald in the 
en4of ver. 38. Be baptized an1 ye ſhall recetive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt. ; ; 
Fhe promiſe here ſpoke of, can not keunderftood (I con- 


coive Yofthe miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft. 1. Becaufe Anſw. 


Peter's bearers received 19 ſuch gifts,and therefore St. Peter wade 
#0 ſuch promiſe to them, for-doubtleffe they received what was 
promiſed. 2. Such a promiſe muſt here be underfftoed 
as belongs to. Parents and their chitgren, and to af that ſhall 
he called to the wordds end; But there is no ſuch promiſe in alt” 
the Scripture, that the miraculous pifts of the holy Ghoſt ſhall 
falb upon. Parents, with their children, and a#hat are to be 
convertoditothe worlis end. 3. Apromile of fach gifts ſeems 
nat ſutably applied'to Peter*s Heapers comfort; for-thetr Queſti» 
en was, What fhalt we dots be ſaved? And Peter gives them ; 
1. Adive&ion.: 2. Anda Promiſe: AdijveRion to repent, 
and v0 achnowledee Chrifd ro be Head and Foundatton of the 
Covenant of Grace, anilithae life and' remiſſion of fins Is in his 
bluud; whereof Bapipſive is the Seal : Andthen he reciterand 
applies, to their- comfort” the promiſes of the Covenant , 
q. d, Ye ſhalt receive the benefie of the Covenant , remigſon 
of ſins, and al{d 1he. gift of 1he- holy Spirit, the Seal thereof; thoſe 
firſh motions now begun your hearts, ſhaH be foHgwed with 
increaſe of SanAification, -of ſpiritual light, of j6y, comfort, 
ang aflurance. This interpretation doth exaaly agree with 
the Apoſttes diſcourſe, Gal. 3.14, where ſpeaking of the beſ= 
fing, of Abraham to come-on the Gengiles, he ſaith, That we he- 
ing delivered from the- Curſe, and reſtored into God's grace 
by Chriſt, ſhall recerve the promiſe of the ſpirit through Faith 
i. e. the ſpirit of Grace (, which is the Seal of the promiſes of 
the new Covenant): the gifts of the holy Spirit-which had keen 
ſooften, and ſo ſolemnly promiſed ty the Prophets, E/a. 44-3- 
I will pour watec upon hit that is thirſty (as Peter's kearers ow 
were. ) and flouds upon the'dr y ground, ] will pour my ſpirit 
upon thy ſeed, and my Þblefling-upen thine of ſpring, and one 
ſhall fay, I am the-E ords, and another ſhall call himſelf by the 


name - 
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name of Faceb, with Ez. 1 1. 19. andc. 36. 27. A new ſpirit 
will Lput within you, I will take the ſtony heart out of your 


AA&.:;38, fleſh; and give you an heart of fleſh : So that the gift of the ſpir.? 
Gal 3-2,14-in Peters Sermon , and the promiſe of the pirit in the Galatians 


Objef. 


and in the Prophets, isall one for ſubſtance. 

As for that place Joel 2. 27. St. Peter expounds it, Ads 2. 
17. ofthe deſcending of the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles in 
fiery Tongues, and it may well have relatioz to all thoſe, upon 
whom in like manner it did deſcend : But if any man con- 
ceives, that that place hath a farther eccompliſpment in the New 
Teſtament, in the larger pouring forth of the gifts of the ſpirit 
of illumination, and underſtanding in the mifteries of Chriſt, and 
his Kingdome more generally upon all ſortes and con:itions of 
people, andin a greater meaſure, ſo that all ſorts and ſexes, now 

[ bave 4s much,or more light and illumination then the Pro- 
phets had in the old Teſtament ; the common light of the Ele& 
now under theGofpel ſhall be clearer and better, then that of 
prophecy of old,(according to that Zech.12.8.He that's feeble, 


ſhall be as David & the houſe of David,as theAngell of theLord.) 


E ſhall not withſtand him, & ſo thatplace of Foel in this large 
ſenſe, doth contain a part of the promiſes of the new Covenant, 
whereof Baptiſme is a Seal. But as for thoſe miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Ghoft, I no where find them communicated with or an=- 
wexed unto Beptiſme. Sometimes they were poured forth befcre 
Baptiſme received at the Apoſtle*s preaching , as ___ Peter's 
hearers, that were with Cornelim, As 10.45,47. Sometimes 
aſter Baptiſme, by another Ceremony of laying on of hands, as 
Af18.16,17. As 19.6.—Sometimes upon their fervent praj- 
ers, as Ads 4.31. Andupon theſe confiderations it is, that I 
take the promiſes here ſpoken of and applicd to Peter's hears» 
ers and their children, tobe the promiſe of bleſſedneſſe made to 
Abrabam and all Converts.) | | 
The third thing to ke obſerved in Peter's words, As 2. 39. 
15 this, that this promiſe, ( be it what it will ) did belong as 
well to bis hearers children,._4s to themſelves, ( it is to you and 
your children. 
True ſay they, when theyare in a capacity to receive the pro» 

miſe, i, e. to as many of our children as are ca/edto a9u1! faith, 
not of our Infints. This 


47 


and 


Reaſons uſed in Scripture, Al 


This is a miſerable ſhift for thoſe words, [| as many as the Anſw. 
Lord our God ſhall cal ] are quite a new thing, clearly relating to 
another ſort of people, then his preſent hearers, viz. All that are 
afar off, which as yet never heard of Chriſt. Thoſe words do 
not exegetically expound to which of his hearer*s children the pro- 
miſe 4id ktelong, as if Peter meant to tell them, to ſome of their 
children it does belong, not to others, but by the very order of 
the Text, they point out others that were afar off, in their ſeve= 
rall generations to ke called by the Goſpell, to whom ſayes 
Peter this promiſe doth belong, to them and their chil.iren, as 
well as to you and your children. The children then of Peter's Con- 
verts were within the promitſe, 

Fourthly, O:ſerve Peters reaſoning and argumentation, in this 
word For] ver.39.Where St.Peter gives a reaſon of his direFion, 
why thoſe hearers ſhould be baptized, viz. becauſe that grand 
promiſe of bleſſedneſſe by remiſlion of ſins did belong to them; 
and upon this, as upon a principal foundation, he builds his Ex= 
hortation to them to be baptized; the HolyGhoſt in that man- 
ner of reaſoning clearly teaching thisDoFrine, viz, To as many 4s the 
bleſſings or promiJe of the Covenant belongy,to them alſo belongs Bap+ 
tiſme ; For therefore does the Sign belong to Peter's hearers, be= 
cauſe the Promiſe did- fir/t belong to them. And by the like rea-- 
{oning, the ſame Apoſtle doth juſtify bis baptizing of Cornelius 
and his Family, As 10. 47, 48. Can any forbid water that 
theſe ſhould not be baptized who have received the holy Ghoſt 
as well as we? And he commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of theTLord; which diſcourſe, if reduced to forme of 
Argument, ſaies this; They that receive the ſame Grace are ca- 
pable of, yea have right to the ſame Sign ; but Infants are ca« 


Fi be 


Di#, 


.pable of the ſame Grace ( of the holy Ghoft, and of remiſſion 


of ſins, as ſhall be proved anon ) therefore of right they are to 
receive the ſame Sign, i. e. the Sacrament of Baptiſme. 

The fame DoArine doth our Saviour teach, «/ing the ſame 
manner of reaſoning ; for the admiſſion of Infants to the out- 
ward {ign of bleſſing, Met. 19.13,14. There werethat brought 
unto him little children that he _ put hishands on _ 

an 
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and pray ; and his Diſciples rebuked them, bur Jeſus ſaid, ſuf- 
fer little children to come unto me, for of ſuch js the King- 


dome of God : In which words, obſerve. 1. Chriffs prafiice. 


'2. The reaſon of bis praftice: By his praftiſe, he admitted Infants 
to the outward ſign of Bleſſing, though they underſtood not what was 
ſaidor done unto them, yet did Chriſt give them his Bleſſing,and 
the Sign thereof ( he laid his hands on them ) contrary ro the 
carnal judgment of his Diſciples, who thought it a mockery to 
ive Infants a ſign. which they underftood not, 2. The Reaſon of 
Chrifts pra&ice is this, Infants are not excluded from theKings 
dome of Heaven, therefore they are 19t to be excluded from the 
outward Sign of the right and entry to ſuc) a Grace. And it 
Chriſt did efteem it a ſufficient reaſon, why little children ſhould 
be admitted to the fign of his Bleſſing, becauſe of ſuch is the 
Kingdome of God; then by the ſame reaſon, Infants muſt be ad- 
mitte4 to Baptifme, and not debarred from the firſt Sign of 
entry into Chriſt's Kingdome, viz. Becauſe theKingdowe of Hea- 
ven belongs to Infants before a&tual Faith. 
> Now it they w.ll give us leave to make uſe of Chriſt an1his 
Apoſtles manner of reaſoning, wy ſ:cond Argument for Infant- 
Baptiſme will be this : | 

All thoſe to whom the Blejing and Promiſes of the Covenant 


2 Argims g, belong, tothem alſo belongs Baptiſme, the Sign thereof ( ty 


han . 
PAY. 


the Do&rine of St. Peter, and of Jeſus Chrift himſelf. ) 

But to Infants and believing Parents, the Bleſfings and pro- 
miſe of the Covenant do belong, before Atual faith ; therefore 
by the Dodrine of the Holy Ghoſt in Scriprure, ſuch Infants 
ought to be baptized before Aual Faith. 

The Major, or firſt part of this Argument. is the very.re- 
ron of the Text : The Minor Propoſition viz. That the Bleſſing 
and Promiſes ofthe Covenant do belong to Infants before atJu- 
al Faith, is proved by theſe reaſons. 1. By the expreſſe words 


of Peter, whichſay, the Promiſe is to your children, 2. By 


the expreſſe words of our Saviour, ( of ſuch is the Kingdome of 
Heaven) 3. By exampleof Jſaac and Facob, they were chil- 
dren of the promiſe before aFualfaith, and had applied =_- 

em 


og. 
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them the Seal of the righteouſneſſe of Faith. 4. Some Infants 
dying, are ſaved, they are members of Chriſts Kingdome; there- 


fore the bleſſing of the Covenant, viz. Regeneration andRe- 
n:i\fion of firs through the blood of Chriſt, do alſo belong to 
them, for except an Infant be born again, and cleanſed by the 


 HoodofChriſthe cannot enter into the Kingdome of Heaven; 


but ſame Infants do enter into heaven ; therefore ſome Infants 
are born again, juſtified and fanRified in the blood of Chriſt, 
Now what hath the Anabaptit to except againſt this plain Do- 
Ar ine of Scripture ? | 

The Bleſſings of the Covenant kelong to Eled Infants, not 
toall : Shall we under that pretence baptize all in generall? 
( This was objeRed to we in our conference ) 

IfBaptiſme belong ut to oze i[nſant, it is exough to confute 
them who deny it to all, becauſe they are Infants. 2. Andifjrt 


Joh. 3,47 _ 
Heb, 9.3 
23s 


I, Objed, 


Anſw.s. 


belong to ſome Infants, why not to all? for who ſhall judge . 


which are eleted, and which are not ? it concerns not us to 
know who are and who are not EleQed, becauſe the Sacrament 
do belong to the Ele, not as Ele@, but as w/ible members and pro- 
felſors; upon which account St. Peter baptized Simom Magus : 
And Abraham by Gods appointment circumciſed Iſmaelthough 
a rep:obate, Eſau and all the children of the fleſh were circum- 
ciſed. 3. Lafily, by your reaſon, men of years ſhould not be 
baptized, kecauſe we cannot tell whether they te EleRed or 
not. 

But where have you any example of children baptized ? 

There is no won; of example. when we have the Dofrine of 


2, Objeft. 


the Holy Ghoſt for it, which is of gregter Authority and force Anſw. 


then bare example ; How be it the praiſe of the Apoſtles may 
go for an Example; their baptizing of whole houſholds, is an 
Example of Baptizing all within the houſe old and young, that 
are not excepted ; Even as under the name of Abraham's hou- 
ſhold, are comprehended his Infants : Abraham and, his hou- 
ſhold were circumciſed, ſothe Jailor and his houſhold were 
taptized, the phraſe is the ſame, the caſe is the ſame, and why 


not the perſons ? 


Yea, but the Scripture _ _ each and Baptize : And they . . Obied, 


that 
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that gladly received the Word, were Baptized: And again they 

were baptized confeſling their ſins, therefore nien muſt be ca- 

able of Teaching of Faith and of Repentance before they te 
aptized. : 

| [Tis true, When we firſt bring the Goſpel to a People, they 

Anj. muſt be ff taught, confeſle their Faith and their R epentance, 

and then be baptized ; But it z «s true, that when the Parents 

have received the Faith and are Baptized, their chil iren al'o 

are taken into Covenant. Thus Abrabam was firſt taught, and 

then circumciſed ; But his Infants were firſt circumciſed and 

VVe be- then taught. This one errour dota much bemiſt your 

lieve the underſtandings, you conceive that the Covenant takes in only 

Promiſes qggyal Believers : That is indeed a part of the Covenant, but 

forouur not the whole extent of it, ashath been proved. For as wel y 


= =p deeds do purchaſe and convey Lands holden in Leaſe or Copy to 


- dren, Ger, our children, yea, to children which ſhall be born, as well as 


37.7. "to them that be already born ; & though onr children at that age 
_ knew not what their Fathers did for them, yet when'they come 
"dcur OO ?ge, they claim thoſe Lands by virtue of the Land Lord's 
children Grant and Seal annexed, paying their Rents, and doing their 
unto God Ccovenanted Services and Homage : So doth the preat Land- 
ro behis Tordof Heaven put Fo:h us and our children into the Copy'of 
people : Feaven, ard confirms it by Seal of Baptiſme; And when our chil- 
andwe COn- 4 have Rik: os "RI'Y 1rhi 
wra& for us EN come to have Faith, they may clajm the good things co» 
and our Venanted by virtue of God's Grant and Covenant made with 
children. their Fathers, th y performing the Conditions of their Father's 
_ Dent, Covenant. 
£9. IO, il, 3 F. 
12, 14,25 vw Scripture Iproceed to ſome Reeſens for Infant Bap 
;  Infantsare capable of the thing ſignified in Baptiſme, viz. of 
Reaſon 1, the blood of ſprinkling ; therefore of baprtiſme it ſeif : If they 
' havethe thing ſignified which z- the greater, why ſhould they 
be debarred the Sign which is the tee ? It. cannot be denied 
Objeg, them upon anyjuft ground of Faith or Reaſon. 
Yes, ſaythey, becauſe Infants have not Faith nor Repen- 


tance, 
You 
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You muſt adde 1. That they have not Faith, nor ever will Af. 


come to have Faith. 2. You muſt adJe that they have not 
Faith nor ay other means of appiying Chriſt's blood, elſe your ex- 
ception is not ſufficient : In men of years, it is applie4 by the 
Syirit of Gol, an1 by Faith in Infants by the Spirit alone, 
-which is given unto them, It is the Application of Chriſt's Riph- 
teouſneſſe that juſtifeth us, not our aF ofapprehending it; the 
thing applied, not our ad of applying : Go by his Spirit in Infants 
doth all things on our pavt, which Faith (ſhould do, Fob .3 8. the 
winJe bloweth were it liſteth, thou heareſt the ſound ther2of, 
but cant not tell whence it cometh and whether it goeth; ſo 
3s every one that is born after the Spirit, z.e. As the power' of 
Gol is ſeen in the winde moving the air, ſoit is in the chan« 
ging and renewing of us, though the manner be bid from us. 
Thoa knoweſt not what is the way ofthe Spirit, nor how the 
bones do grow Ih the womb of her that is with childe, Eccl/. 
11.5. Thus much we know from-Chrifts own mouth, that 
Infants are bleſſed, for He bleſſed thzm, Mar.10.16. Shall wede- 
ny it becauſe wz know not the mazner how they are bleſſzd? 
Or ſhall we deny thein to be reaſonable creatures, beciuſe wa © 
cannot diſcern inthem the uſe of reaſon? Or, ſhall we deny 
them to be (inners, becauſe they know not what the Law is, noe 
what the tranſprefſion of the law is? We need not trouble 
our ſelves about the mayner how Chriſts righteouſneſs is ap- 
plied to them, ſeeing God is as gracious to apply unto them 
the righteouſneſs of the ſecond Adam, as in jatice h2 did the ſin 
and condemnation of the firlt Adam: 

2. That Exception about Faith and Repentance is no more 
a bar againſt the Baptiſm of Infants, than againſt the Circum- 
cifton of Infants, foraſmuch as in Circumciftion were required 
ell the ſame qualifications , which you ſay arerequired to Bap- 
tiſm, viz. the inward Cigeumcifion of the heart. 

Little children muſt be brought unto Chriſt and none for- 
bid them, and by Baptiſm they do come wnto bim , where the: 
Minifter in Chriſts ſtead receiveth them, and blefſeth them, and 
the Lord ſealeth up untothem their receiving into his favour 
G3 and 
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Reaſon 2, 


and grace for his own we:cies ſake without any merit of ours. 4 
Chriſt confirmed the Covenant maveunto the Fathers, Rome. 
15.8. Hete rered it and no way worſted it. An: when he 


- commanded a newSeal to be ſet inſtead oiCircumcinon,he did 


it without altering the ſubſtance of the Covenant in the leaſt 
degree; but now the very /ubſtance of the Covenant would be 
altered to the worſe,if ſome perſons formerly received into Grace, 
ſhould Ly Chriſt be excluded; yea, and Believers children are 
in worſe condition than in the Jewiſh Churchawhich to affirm, 
were not onely dercgatory to Chriſts Grace, but againſt Scri- 
pture it ſelf, which ſaith, Epheſ.3.6. That the Gentiles are 
Fellow heirs with the Fews, and ofthe ſame body, and partakers of 
his promiſes in the Goſpel ; of which they are not partakers, 
#0r Fellow heirs, if ſo great apart of the Gentiles as their children 
ſhould be excluded. The Infants.of Jews and Profelytes at the 
coming of Chriſt had intereſt and right to the Covenant of 
Grace : And ifthart right be taken away, then their condition 
aftcr Chriſt is worſe than before : Shall they be loſers by be- 
coming Chriſtians? This, no ſober man will affirm : Neither 
is this a complaining againſt God but againſt them, who 
would-exclude, whom the Lord hath not excluded : Gods 
Grace is not ſtraitued by Chriſts coming,therefore our Infants 
are not excluded, | 
Our laft Reaſon is grounded on 1 Cor.7.14. The Apoſtle 
there ſpeaks of ſuch an Holineſs, which belongs to the Corin- 
tHians children from this ground, that one of the Parents is a 
Believer, and whereof the children of Parents being both unbe. 
lievers are net capable, but remain unclean : Now this cannot 
te meant of a civil bolineſs or cleanneſs, for ſo the children of 
unbelieving Parents were holy, aſwell as the children of Be- 
lievers, ſeeing holy Matrimony is not an Ordinance petuliar to 
the Church. And no where in Scripture are children called 
boly, becauſe their Parents are joyned in boly Wedloch, and 


' Federal hos 1ay lawfully live together : But it is meant of a Federal holi- 


lineſs what #eſs, whereby the children are joyned with God in Covenant, 


dedicated to his Service, have right to the means of falvati- 
| ON, 
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on, and the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and whereby they are di- __ 
Ringuiſhed from Heathens, Turks, and ſuch other Infidels, This 4/9/7arizs 
Federal boline{s is transferre 1 from the Parents to the children, P:54- 

not by Generation ar Legitimation, but by the mercifull will 

: of GoJ, where! y he promiſeth to be a God to them an1 their 

Seed. Thus the whole Church koth young and old, by ver- 
tue of GoJs Covenant with them, are ſevered fromother Na+ 
tions, dedicated to GoJs pure Worſhip and Service, and for 
that caufe are counted holy, Deut,14.1,2. Thou art an holy people 
unto the Lord, with Ezra 9.2. the boſy Seed had mingled the:n- 
ſelves with the people of thoſe Lands : The Fews were the holy 
Seed, the Heathens unboly, not tecauſe they were illegtimate, - 
or wanted a civil holineſs, but becauſe they were without Golds 
Covenant, as Paul deſcriveth the ſtate of al Heathens, Epheſ. 2. 
11. Remember that in time paſſe], ye were Gentiles in the 
fleſh, without Chriſt, Aliens from the Common-wealth of 
Tſrael,and ſtrangers from the Covenant of promiles. 

5 . Some at Cerinth.thought themſelves defiled by their marri- Durſt 
ages with Infidels, though contrated before their converſion, Ta * * 
and thereupon moved a queſtion, Whether it were lawful to 
continue their marciage with the unbelieving party, or whe- 
ther they muſt not ſeek a ſeparation, 1 Cor.7.1,13- 

Paul is utterly againſt ſeparation; ver, 12,13. Let not him 

put her away, an let not the Wite Texve her Hus>and : His rea- Anſwi 

ſon is, ver. 14. Becauſe the unbelieving Wife is ſanRified by the 
believing Husban1, though the wunbelieving party be unclean 
before God, and 'is not made an holy Perſon, yet the uſe of Ma- 
erimony with her is Holz to the believing party; and of this 

eruth, the holine's of their chil iren is brought for an-evidence 

to this ſenſe, that ſeeing the Lord counted their childrex holy 

and in Covenant with him, the kelieving party migkc ref# 

aſſured, that th2ir abode together, and the »ſe of their marriage 

is not polluted,but zcceptat le inthe fight of God. 

The ſanRification of the Wife is but a civil ſantlification in 04;ecp, 

that place, 3. e. ſhe is ſanctifie 1 to his uſe, that he ought not , 

eo put her away: Again the holine's there {poken ofggs a fruit 

; of 
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of that ſanfification of the IVife, whereof it will follow, That 
ſeeing the effet cannot be greater than the Couſe, the Cauſe 
cannot produce greater effe than it ſelf, the Cauſe being 
onely a civil ſanFification, the holine's of the children muſt be 
the ſame, thus argueth Th». Colter. 

I. The queſtion was, Whether the Believer were polluted 
by his unbelieving Wife; the Apoſtle ſaies,No, quia pluris eſt 
piet as unins ad ſanfificandum conjugium, quam alterius' impietas 
ad inquinandum, i. e. The Faith of the believer is of greater force 
to ſan{tifie their preſent cohabitation, than the unbelief of the 0- 
ther to polſute it. This he proveth from a greater effe and fruit of 
the Husbands faith, viz. The holineſs of the childrex born of ſuch 
a Husband by ſuch a woman. The children are holy, not on- 
Iy civilly, as being born of lawſull I/edlack, but federally as being 
ſevered from all children of unkelievers by ſpeciall preroga- 
tive, holy tothe Lord, conſecrated unto him, whereas by 
nature they were aliens and unclean; according to that of 
Paxl, . Rom.1 1.16. if the root be holy, ſo are the branches. 

The faith of the believing party ſanAifieth the unbelieving 
Wife to bear not onely a lawſull, but an hely Seed; yea,it ſanAi- 
fies the children, and ſeveretb them from the Common condi- 
tion of other children, which are pcophane and unclean, with=- 
out the Church, without God in the world. 

2. Note, That the Holmeſs of the childe received from one of the 
Parents believing, is, more than the ſantification of the Wife by ber 
believing Husband, becauſe ſuch a Wife is not taken into Cove- 
nant with her Husband, but the childe is ; and therefore the 
Apoſtle faies not,that ſuch as is the ſanrfication of the Wife; ſuch 
1s the holineſs of the childe : But thus, Such as is th holineſs of 
the believing party, ſuch is the childes bolizeſs in 'reſpe&t of 
Church-memberſhip ; and ſo the Faith of the believing Huſ- 
band is the canſe of both theſe effe s, viz. That his coupling with 
his Wife is not impure, and alſo that his children are bely : 
And this latter an evidence of the former. And thus the holi- 
neſs of the childe isa fipr of the mothers ſan&ification to holy 
cohabitation,and an effe& of, the Fathers Faith ty vertue of 

Gods 
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Gods. Covenant. ' To have faid ;. That their chil- 

dren were lawfull, was no more than to have ſaid, that 

their marriage were lawfu), which was not the queſtion; 

but to ſay;that the children of their /awful mariage were 

» holy , This did infer not onely the lawfſulneſs of their , 

| marriage, but the ſan&ified. Uſe : As Mr. Baily hath 
well obſerved of Anahaytiſm,p.139. | 
_ Laſtly, If by holy, Fe onely meant q civill bolineſs, then oX 
on the contrary, by uncleax, muſt ke meant a civil un- 
cleanneſs. 'But when Paul ſaies( elſe were your.children 
unclean ) his intent is not to wake them all as an un- 
clean birth' and impure off- ſpring , which were born at 
Corinth of unbelieving Parents; bur to! ſhew that they 

4 are not comprehended within Gods Covenant : And 
fo when he ſaies(but now they are holy)he notes ſome pre» 
beminence- of the children of Chriſtians above the 
Heathens children : though in civil reſpeQs, in reſpe& 

IJ of a Jawfull birth, both ſorts of children were equal, 

yet that civil holizeſs being common to both, there is a pre- 

heminence. of the Chriſtians childe above the Heathens., 

The childe of an Infidel at Corinth is to day unclean, 

and the next day holy, in cafe his parents turn Chriſti- 

ans; And what is the reaſon of this ſo ſudden alterg- 

tiou? It muſt needs be in regard of the Covenant into 

which the party now believing is taken with his chil- 

dren, his unbelieving Neighbour with his children 

flill remaining unclean : hence conclude with Calviz 

in loc, Seeing our children are exempted from the'com- 

mon condition of loſt mankinde , and admitted into 

Gods Church and Family, Cur eos 4 ſigno arceamus? , qv ig on. 

upon What reaſon can we drive them from the fig? t;zuled, 4 61ow 

of their admittance. at the r00t 2 or 

pe Y ©It is (faitha learned man ) God's great Work to. diſcovery of 

| ©Churchthe World, and the devills counterwork. is, to pr devices 

© Heathenize the Church.It troubles the Devil much.that **'7® 

| ” H Childrez 'F. 
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| © Children from their infancy ſhould be under an En- 
<odgexrent to receive nurture and admonition in the 
| 2M © Lord, to frequent the Ordizaxces and to own Jeſus 

| itt © Chriſt by an externalprofefſion, if he could but con- 
IS . © trive tO prevent their ms that Engagemert, he 

Yi © might hope more cahly to keep them out when they 
l} © aregrown up, than'to work thew owt(ſo grown up)to a 
f © renounciug of Chriſtianity, which yet he hath brought 

I if © ſome unto. 
i For acloſe of both the queſtions hitherto debated, 1 des 
| fire to be reſolved by our Adverſaries, -What is meant 
by the deftrine of Bapriſm:;and layinp mn of bands,reckon- 
Br - edup among the principles of Chriſtian Religion, Heb. 
Jil 6.2. By laying onof Hands,muſt be anderftood, either the 
rite of confirmation,which ftood 1. In inftrufio and: 
examination of thoſe who had been baptized Infants. 2. 
And inPraying for them.thatGod would continve them | 
| in theFaith,&c. This was perform'd when they grew up: * 
1.1,4.c.19, to years of diſcretion, and were caled-to give account of 
| de confimatice their Faith before their admiflion ro the Lords Supper. 
| ne,S(A.4q, Andofthis minde is judicious Mr. Colvin : And he wi- 
| ſhes that this Rite and cuftome were-'again reftored -and: | 
praiſed inthe Church of God; Talem ergo mannnm ime 
| pofitionem gue ſmmpliciter loco benedif0nis frat, lands, & re- 
| ſtitutam bodiein qpuram uſam- velim ; and! gives weighty 
| 
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—_— of what benefit it would be to the Church. 
Or Krondiphy iwp0 ſition 'of hands muſt be under- 
ftood,a Rite or ceremony uſed in the Ordination of Mini- 
ters. Now chuſe which ſenſe you pleaſe; if- the latter, 
then you confefſe that Ordination is a Scripmye- prixeiple, 
to be acknowledged of all Chriſtians, and fo you- yield 
our firft queſtion ; if the formey ſexſe, then you acknow- - 
ledge Ivfant Baptiſm to be a pas, 78 pw fit for all” 
' men toembrace; andſo you yield our Hatter one : 
| | at: 
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But why'may we not underſtand this laying on'ef bands 
in both reſpe#s? and ſo conclude both points ? judicem 
dofti. It is nceeſſary for all men to be inſtrafted and ca- 
techized in theſe ſix principles of the dorine of Chriſt, 
and to believe. | 

1. That we muſt Repent of al} our fins, which are dead 

hy and turn from them to ſerve God in newneſs of 
ie. SEN 

2. That penitent perſons muſt believe in God, aud reſt 
01 bis mercy in Chriſt for ſalvation. 

3. And( for the grounding of people in Religon that 
they be inſtru&ed concerning the zature, uſe and ſignifi- 
cation of Baptiſm,whereby we are baptized and planted 
znto Chriſt,to b? partakers of the benefits of bis death. 

4. And farther to be in#rufed, that by laying on of 
hands eur baptiz2d Infants cught to be trained up in the 
knowledge and fear of the Lord, ſeaſoned with the prin= 
k ciples of Chriſts Religion;and that for their good and the 

1 inſtrufion of the who'e Church,and for right diſpencing' 
of Goſpell-Ocinan-es, and the means of ſalvation, it is 
neceſſary that a ſucceſion of Miniſters be Ordained, for ga- 
thering and perfecting the Saints till we all mect in 
Heaven. 

5- And that all Chriſtian pevple be taught to believe 
the Reſurre&ion of the drad, 

6. And the laft Fudgement, whereby all men ſhall be 
Jadged,an1 eternally difpoſe1 of,according to that-they | 
tive done. in the tkody.whether it be goo or bad. "= 


a 


Rom, 6.3, 


2 Cor, 5.16;. 


; O Lord cur God, Ged of all Grace, Father of al! mercies, 
| vouchſaſe for thy Sons ſake, to-open all our underſtandings, . 
- X that we may conceive and boy all our heait; to embrace all 
-- the T ſaving. 
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ſaving Truths : Andlet us never be of the 
that ſtrive or rebel] againſt the light, 


